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1. Opening and Welcome 
President Ismael Fernandez Mejia opened the meeting at 17.15 and welcomed everybody present.  
 
 

2. Report on Wuhan Congress 
Ismael Fernandez reported that the congress in Wuhan on Liveable Cities which took place in October 2011 
was a very good and successful one.  
 
3. Consideration of Motion on Notice  
(Resolution adopted at the 2011 General Assembly Meeting, Wuhan, October 2011) 
Ismael Fernandez explained that the Articles of the Association dating from 1965 had been reviewed.  
During the last General Assembly in Wuhan a resolution which proposes two changes and one addition to the 
Articles of the Association was adopted. Since the Wuhan meeting did not have a quorum, this special 
General Assembly was convened by the Executive Committee in accordance with Article 17. 
Secretary General Alex Macgregor read the background information and the summary of the resolution 
(attached). 
 
Jeremy Dawkins who is part of the group that worked on the Articles of the Association emphasized that this 
meeting is a historic one. There will be only a few changes. Articles 15 and 17 are rescinded and replaced by 
new articles with relatively few changes. The quorum will be changed from two thirds of the members to sixty 
members. Certain administrative decisions will be made by the Executive Committee rather than the Bureau. A 
new article is adopted as Article 18. The new article 18 will enable EXCO to put questions to a vote of the full 
membership online. 
 
Jeremy Dawkins moved the motions for the Articles of Association to be amended in the following ways. 
Seconded by Ismael Fernandez Mejía. 
 
A. That Article 15 be rescinded and the following adopted in its place. 

 
Article 15  AMENDMENT OR ALTERATION OF THE ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION 
1. Proposals for amendments and/or alteration of the Articles of Association may be made by the Executive 

Committee or by at least 30 ordinary members and/or honorary members from at least five different 
countries who will give notice in writing to the Executive Committee stating the alteration they wish to 
propose and the reasons for the change. 

2. If members have sent in such a request, the Executive Committee is required to either: 
(i) convene the General Assembly at a date within three months of receipt of the request; should the Executive 

Committee not act accordingly, then the stipulations of Article 11 obtain;  OR 
(ii) put the question(s), and any related questions prepared by the Executive Committee, to a vote of the 

membership in accordance with Article 18. 
3. The Articles of Association can be altered either by: 
(i) a resolution of the General Assembly, approved by a majority of at least two thirds of valid votes cast and 

adhering to the directives of Article 17; OR 
(ii) a vote of the membership in accordance with Article 18 and carried by a simple majority. 
4. The alteration does not become operational until a notarial deed has been drawn up.  Every member of the 

Executive Committee is authorised to sign said deed and thus to validate the alteration. 
5. The Executive Committee is required to provide all data that are liable for registration to the Register of 

Associations kept by the Chamber of Commerce under whose competency they come. 
 
B. That Article 17 be rescinded and the following adopted in its place. 
 
Article 17  QUORUM 
1. Resolutions of the General Assembly can only be adopted under the law in a meeting in which at least sixty 

ordinary and honorary members are present. 



 
 

2. When issues are introduced in a meeting of the General Assembly where less than sixty ordinary and 
honorary members are present, a second meeting of the General Assembly is called and must be held at 
least three months and not more than six months after the first meeting. 

3. In the second meeting of the General Assembly a resolution may be passed that is legally valid regardless of 
the number of members present and with a simple majority of votes. 

 
C. That the following new Article be adopted, to follow Article 17. 
 
Article 18  QUESTIONS PUT TO A VOTE BY ALL MEMBERS 
1. Where the Executive Committee considers that a decision, election or question should be put to a vote by all 

members of the Society, the Executive Committee may conduct the vote by any means it considers 
effective, whether by mail or by electronic means or by a combination of methods (including the use of 
services provided by a third party) provided that the Executive Committee is satisfied that: 

(i) within reasonable limits, all members will have an opportunity to participate in the decision, election or 
plebiscite; AND 

(ii) within reasonable limits, accuracy, probity and confidentiality can be assured. 
2. Wherever these Articles require, or allow for, a vote by all members, it may be conducted by the Executive 

Committee in accordance with the preceding clause (1). 
 

There was an extensive discussion of the motion.  One member expressed the fear that in case of adopting 
the motion changes might be adopted that cannot be changed afterwards.  It was explained that the motion 
makes it possible to change things whenever a majority wants a change. A formal online voting system will be 
introduced.  
 
The motions were put and CARRIED, with fifteen votes for and one vote against. 

 
 
4. Closure of the Meeting 
President Ismael Fernandez Mejia officially closed the meeting at 18.15.  
Participants were asked to register on the ‘Planner’ website where a discussion on the future of ISOCARP has 
started and where each member can contribute on several topics. 
The informal discussion continued. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 




