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RONAN UHELRONAN UHELRONAN UHELRONAN UHEL    
    
Background:Background:Background:Background: Geography, Physical planning and 
Oceanography  - Training in EU environmental legislation 
and regional policies.  
    
Research:Research:Research:Research: 20 years in environmental and sustainable 
development information and analysis at the European 
and international level. Bridging between science 
(knowledge) and policy (actions), assessing the state-of-
the-environment and policy effectiveness. Coordination 
and editorial responsibility of many studies, reports and 
publications on these topics with broad coverage from 
economic sectors to technologies to education. 
Participation in many committees, working groups at 
European and international levels on environmental 
governance, speaker/discussant in conferences and workshops covering all aspects of 
environment/development issues. 
    
Teaching:Teaching:Teaching:Teaching: Lecturer in training schools and summer universities on sustainability issues. 
    
Private life:Private life:Private life:Private life: Remain active and open to the many beauties of the world. 
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Ronan Uhel

European Environment Agency

Urbanisation in Europe: 
Limits to spatial growth
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European Urban ’temperatures’
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74 % population live in Urban Areas...80 % by 2020 
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1945 1968

Istanbul, Turkey
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1988 2000:
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5 times the size of Great London..... 

Great London: It takes 293 times its area 
to sustain its needs…
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Sprawl of urban areas 



Consumption, urban growth and trade needs 
more than double our biological capacity
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Source: EEA/GFN, 2005: Global ecological overshoot 



…due to changes in household consumption
(expenditure per capita in PPP, constant 2000 prices)
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City Growth 2002-2015
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Top-drivers of urban land development…
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45 min 
driving 
reach to 
urban 
centres
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centres



Sprawl contributes both CO2 and impacts!
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Urban …mobility!
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A climate proof future...?
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Courtesy VROM, NL
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Why 
different, 
how do they 
manage?
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manage?
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Compact City Scenario

Sprawling  Scenario

���� Which quality of 

life ?

Which form of urban development? 
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Sprawling  Scenario

Which impact of land 

use on sealing of 

surfaces?  ����
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