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This workshop includes a whole range of papers from theoretical concepts, and experi-

ments, to the actual adoption and integration of innovations in everyday urban manage-

ment. This topic has been added to the range of topics in the first announcement, adding 

an explicit focus on ecological and conservation aspects because these concepts are still 

relatively new in China and other countries in rapid development and transition (Prof. 

Detlef Kammeier, Call for papers – 44th ISOCARP Congress) 

 

The Congress frame requires to analyze the urbanization main tendencies and its possible 

change. In that context, the Workshop must discuss about the inclusion in a new planning 

paradigm of heritage preservation subjects (natural and cultural). This Introductory Report 

proposes some main characteristics of both themes. The paper discussion and analysis is 

expected to contribute to elaborate theoretical proposals about those subjects and identify 

successful practices. 

 

 

1. Urbanization Trends and City Sprawl Characteristics 
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• Rapid urbanization processes all over the world. Urbanization generates higher 

incomes to citizens, but in spite of its benefits of urbanization, the evidence supports that 

urbanization, especially when its pace is rapid, can impede development and exacerbate 

environmental problems. 

• Development of megacities (more than 10: inhabitants).  

 

Growth of low density peripheries, characterized by single-use zoning, low-density land 

use and car-dependent communities, uncontrolled residential subdivisions, vacant lands, 

urbanization without or with incomplete infrastructures, lack of adequate regulations, high 

frequency of slums. 

• Sprawl increases the urban surface. Their expansion occupies former rural lands. The 

expansion growth rate is bigger than the population growth one. It even occurs in cities 

diminishing its population in absolute numbers, as Montevideo or Melbourne. 

• Urban sprawl is sustained by growth among existing populations and different 

population flows: from rural areas towards cities, from downtowns toward peripheries and 

people migrating from distant countries towards global megacities.  

• Sprawl creates negative impact in the cities’ environment and people’s quality of life 

(loose of agricultural land, crowding and increased violence and crime in cities, increased 

infrastructure and transportation costs, etc.) 

• Sprawl usually has a negative connotation for the administration, but there are some 

groups in the society that sustain it. The urbanization process increases land value and 

the possible revenues of parceling are bigger than any kind of land exploitation. This 

circumstance feeds real estate and construction activities. Living in individual parcels with 

green areas is a prestigious social pattern, prices of land in peripheries are lower than 

near cities center. 

 

 

2. Heritage 

Heritage is our legacy from the past, what we live with today, and what we pass on to 

future generations. Our cultural and natural, tangible and intangible heritage is an irre-

placeable source of adaptative strategies and inspiration. 
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World Heritage sites belong to all the peoples of the world, irrespective of the territory on 

which they are located. The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organiz-

ation (UNESCO) seeks to encourage the identification, protection and preservation of cul-

tural and natural heritage around the world considered to be of outstanding value to 

humanity. 

 

There are other heritage categories. Even though it might not be important for the whole 

mankind, there are natural places, landscapes, buildings, techniques, intangible mani-

festations of culture (dances, music, food, dresses, religious practices, social ceremonies 

for marriage, for death and other celebrations) that can be considered as part of local, 

regional or national identities, and require preservation actions in the adequate scale. 

 

The cultural habits of societies change. The acceptation of the abandon of old ones and 

the adoption of new cultural patterns, the discrimination of what needs to be preserved to 

be known and enjoyed by future generations is another challenge to be faced. 

 

Societies receive legacies from two sources - the natural environment and the creations of 

human beings. These inheritances everywhere commingle; no aspect of nature is unim-

pacted by human agency, no artefact devoid of environmental impress.  

 

We have traditionally dealt quite differently with these two kinds of legacy. The present 

pattern of interaction of a society with its natural and cultural environment is a single ex-

pression of its culture.   

Society’s heritage is tangible and intangible. Mass global communications based on new 

technologies and population mobility (local, rural-urban, international and global migrat-

ions) challenge the conservation of cultural expressions of different nations. New cultural 

forms and different values are being born in cities. Only what is dead does not change. 

The management of the changing process preserving the consensual cultural mankind 

values is our challenge. 

 

Management of both heritages has many features in common, and both realms often 

share similar procedures. Relations between the cultural and the natural heritages are not 

usually conceived as different aspects of the cultural nature of societies.  

 

The quality of life of contemporary society requires building up an environment coherent 

with its requirements and capacities. It can be done trough urban renewal, using the al-

ready built and served urban land or adding new territory to the old cities, where the new 

requirements can be respected and new technologies can be fully used. 

 

If the option is to use urban renewal, the built heritage shall be endangered. If the 

addiction of new areas to the urban planning is selected, there will be negative impacts 

over not urbanized land (natural areas or rural production ones). 
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3. New Requirements for urban Management and Planning 

Our debate should search the instruments to build up and administrate an equilibrated use 

of our planet resources and a good quality of life for present generations without 

compromising the resources of the future ones, trough a new sustainable balance 

between natural environment and wildlife, productive activities and urban structures and 

production.  

Prof. Detlef Kammeier asked us if “cities without sprawl” would seem to amount to wishful 

thinking or un-attainable goals, if is it possible at all to plan and govern such developments 

and what are the instruments for achieving those “cities without sprawl”. 

 

• We need to find a suitable definition for sustainable development and its translation 

into policy; to revise cultural heritage and ecological concepts; and to find a multi-

dimensional approach to heritage preservation and cultural change dimensions. The 

former planning codes, methodologies and tools seem to be insufficient and inadequate 

for the new dynamic of urban transformations, as well as for the contemporary com-

prehension of space and time relation.  

• We need to introduce new technologies for data collection and data management; 

develop new modes of strategic planning and project development; integrate new  in-

formation categories into urban planning and decision making; resolve conflicts between 

various actors, sectors and spatial/network layers and facilitate the negotiation between 

them; stimulate interaction between professionals and different actors; support decision 

making processes; evaluate different visions of a city; conduct environmental and urban 

assessments; create new languages to interact with other disciplines and social par-

ticipants of the processes, participate in permanent evaluation and redesign processes.  

 

Our Workshop will give us the opportunity to fill those topics with real cases, to discuss 

new theory propositions and to find good examples of good practices to inspire our own 

adequate answers to the described challenges. 
 


