
Dublin is one of Europe's oldest capital cities, with a history
reaching back more than 1,000 years.  The historical city was
founded around Christchurch, on the River Liffey.  Medieval
Dublin developed on the south side of the river in an unplanned
and organic manner.  

By the latter half of the 19th century, river pollution was an
immense problem.  Investment into a new sewage system at the
turn of the century improved the situtation.  The 19th century also
experienced the develoment of new transport systems which pro-
pogated further development of new quays.  In 1914, a civic
design competition was won by Patrick Abercrombie, which
offered a vision of Dublin as a civic gateway.  Although only par-
tially implemented, it became the basic framework for planning
until the middle of this century.

Today, Dublin is among the top five European cities in which to
do business.  The city has consistently ranked as one of the most
livable cities in the world.
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John Fitzgerald
John Fitzgerald was appointed Dublin City Manager in mid
1996.  He qualified as an Accountant while working in industry
and then moved to Cork Corporation as City Finance Officer.  He
subsequently took up duty as Dublin City Treasurer and moved to
the position of Dublin Assistant City and County Manager imme-
diately prior to reorganisation of Local Government in Dublin.  He
was one of three Managers involved in formation of the three new
Dublin counties and was appointed first County Manager with
South Dublin County Council in January, 1994.   He is Chair of
The Steering Group which prepared and monitors the Strategic
Planning Guidelines for the Greater Dublin Area. He contributes
to the work of a number of agencies involved in promotion of
local government in the Dublin region and nationally.  

As City Manager, John
Fitzgerald occupies the most
influential Local Authority posi-
tion in the state.  He has respon-
sibility for over 6,500 employ-
ees who work to serve over half
a million people in the city. Mr.
Fitzgerald also has overall
responsibility for all functions of
Dublin City Council including
implementation of decisions of
the Council.  

The City  Manager’s Department is responsible for the provision
of a range of services such as, water, drainage, refuse, fire
brigade, cultural services offered by the libraries and Hugh Lane
Gallery, and the Parks Department. Furthermore, It has been esti-
mated that City Council's staff provide over 500 individual serv-
ices to its citizens.

Ireland continues to be the fastest growing economy in the
European Union and the OECD and, despite a general world
economic slowdown, is still generating growth figures well
ahead of fellow European member states.  

Dublin is the engine of  Ireland's economic growth, with the lead-
ing sectors of the economy - software, electronics, financial serv-
ices, and tourism - clustered in the greater Dublin area. The
Greater Dublin Area accounts for 48% of the national Gross
Domestic Product.

Dublin's strong performance is supported by a number of under-
lying factors in the Irish economy, including a strong social part-
nership model, and very positive demographics.  In terms of
demographics, Ireland is the youngest country in Europe. In addi-
tion, Irish labour costs are among the lowest in Europe, and also
lower than the US average.  More significantly, corporate busi-
ness tax rates have been fixed at a standard rate of 12.5% for
all businesses from 2003.
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