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Dear Colleagues,

One of the most important transformations faced by cities at the beginning of the
215t century is the emergence of urban regions. Innovative strategies are being
developed to promote cooperation among major cities, which take advantage of their
complementarities in order to construct a sustainable urban environment.

In 2004, the 40t Annual ISoCaRP Congress will return to Switzerland, to the city of
Geneva, with the theme of “Management of Urban Regions”. Thanks to its
strategic location and international profile, Geneva is truly at the heart of Europe. It
is therefore the ideal city in which to discuss the challenges faced by our cities in the
215tcentury.

At this year’s Congress, we plan to host a United Nations/ ISoCaRP Joint Session,
and for the first time a Mayors’ Summit, which will bring together innovative city
leaders from around the world.

I invite you all to join us in Geneva in September 2004!

Alfonso Vegara
President ISoCaRP — AIU — IGSRP



