
    

Absorbing 50 Years of  

Planning in the United States of America 



 

The evolution of planning in the last 50 years moved from deterministic planning from the 1950’s 

to 1970’s where planning was based on transportation needs. At this time projects were heavily 

funded by the Fed-Aid Hwy Act of 1962 as a response to energy, development patterns, 

intergovernmental coordination, and climate change on the federal, state and local levels.  By 

the 1980’s the federal government’s role to fund major urban projects started to decline, thus 

shifting planning to a policy oriented program at the local level. Funding sources to support major 

urban projects also shifted from the federal to the state, regional, and local government levels.  

 

Transition of Planning 



Urban Form 
• The United States urban form 

within the last 50 years has 
transitioned from utilitarian 
dominated environment that 
relied on road systems to 
transport goods and people 
to a focus directed toward 
“smart growth”, regional 
development, transit-oriented 
development, sustainable 
development, and 
environmental planning.  
 

   



Transportation 
• Transit-Oriented 

Developments (TOD) was 
codified in the late 1980’s and 
basically a rebranding of older 
concepts with the intent to 
encourage people to live near 
transit services and decrease 
driving dependency. TOD 
development addresses a 
myriad of social issues, the 
ecology of community and 
comprehensive solutions for 
regional growth. Various TOD 
developments have been and 
continue to be successfully 
implemented throughout the 
United States.  



Mizner Park, Boca Raton, Florida 



Hudson Yards, New York 

Hillsboro, Oregon 



Regional Planning 

• By 1902 the Boston Metropolitan 
Area of Massachusetts developed 
the first regional plan in the 
United States.  

• Section 701 of the 1954 Housing 
Act and the Federal-Aid Highway 
Act of 1962 helped to fund 
additional regional plans. By 1971 
247 metropolitan areas had 
official regional planning.  

• Today regional planning continues 
to strive to address the various 
impacts of sprawl in the nation. 
Few jurisdictions have effectively 
applied this concept. 

Significant Regional Plans in the 
United States Include: 
 

– Boston, Massachusetts 
– New York 
– Chicago, Illinois 
– Denver, Colorado 
– Sacramento, California 
– Portland Metro Area, Oregon 

 
 

 
 



New York Regional Council  

Denver  Region 

Source: New York Regional Councils Source: City of Denver 





Environmental Planning 
On January 1, 1970 the National 
Environmental Policy Act was established to 
promote and enhance the environment as it 
relates to air, water, land, natural resources, 
socio-economics, transportation, economic 
and housing . Establishment of the 
President’s Council of Environmental 
Quality (CEQ) was formed to address U.S. 
environmental Policy. 
 
Today many forms of planning, such as 
climate change, “Nature in Neighborhood” 
programs, and regulatory laws address the 
environment, habitat and the safety, health, 
and welfare of the general population. 
 
 

Cuyahoga River Fire 



President’s Climate Action Plan 
The plan will: 
• Cut production of carbon to help 

keep the country’s air and water 
clean to protect the environment and 
population.  

• Will spark innovation across a wide 
variety of energy technologies, 
resulting in cleaner forms of 
American- made energy and cutting 
our dependence on foreign oil, 

• Combined with the President’s other 
actions it will increase the efficiency 
of our cars and household 
appliances, 

• Help to reduce energy waste, and 
lower gas and utility bills.  

• Add to the global efforts to lead on 
climate change, and 

• Invest to strengthen our roads, 
bridges, and shorelines so we can 
better protect people’s homes, 
businesses, and way of life from 
severe weather. 

 
 

 
 

Key Points: 
 
 
• Reduce Carbon Pollution  from power 

plants. 
 

• Prepare for Impacts of climate change. 
 
• Lead international efforts to address global 

climate change. 
/ 

                                                        

                             





Major U.S. Land and Habitat 
Protection Laws 





Redevelopment Plans for New Orleans 



Brownfield Redevelopment 

South Waterfront – Zidell’s Project, 
Portland Oregon, USA 

Algiers Village Housing 
New England, USA 

City of Detroit, Michigan, 
USA 



Nature in Neighborhoods Programs 

Restoration 
projects to bring 
nature back to the 
neighborhoods.    

Provide programs that fund 
projects to educate the 
public on nature in the 
build environment and 
integrates nature into the 
environment. 

Source: Metro Regional Government, Portland Oregon 



Future Challenges  
 

Urbanization in the United States increased to 13 million acres (26%) between 1980-1992 and to 19 million 
acres (33%) between 1992—2001.  Growth within cities has continuously depended on the motor vehicle as 
the chosen form of transportation. The vehicle reliance has resulted in air pollution, traffic congestion, longer 
commute travel times, and lack of access to commercial goods and services. The continued development of 
land to accommodate population growth creates consequences that constrain both the build and natural 
environment. All of these consequences have presented a local, regional, state, and national challenge for the 
United States. As a consequence the future challenges of the United States various levels of planning 
governments will include: 
 
• Land Use and Transportation: 

– How does the planning sector gain agreement with the political entities to implement best practices 
to ensure cost effective and efficient land use and transportation policies? 

– How do we shift the population to cities for efficient and effective access to mass transit? 
– How do we policies and design the build environment within cities that will eliminate/reduce the 

dependency of single occupancy vehicles? 
– How do we reduce the carbon footprint 
– Integrate sustainable principals and development in cost effective manner in the build environment. 

 
• Environment: 

– Flood Emergency Management Act (FEMA) maps are out of date. Most created with 30-year old 
hydrology. We need to update them with new models and topography. FEMA ignores small streams. 
There is a need for better floodplain zoning that includes storm water studies. 

– US Environmental laws are overly ambitious and meeting their goals and standards cannot be 
achieved with current knowledge and technologies. 

– How will the next steps toward climate control be effectively adopted, funded, and implemented by 
the  local, state, and national governments? 
 
 

 
 
 


