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Note: This document is given as a tool and not as an achievement.

Translation into English: James PICKEL, Thayer Academy, Braintree, MA, US

The decision to produce a document for the World
Summit of Johannesburg was taken during the meeting of the
Commission “Poverty”, held on Wednesday the 6" of February 2002, and
was based on the theme of reflection proposed to all the members of that
Commission.

The task is to propose something concrete, based on knowledge of
the daily life of the poor, something useful for them in their fight against
poverty, considering the fact that poverty is a violation of human rights.

Taking into account, as UNESCO / NGOs, the areas of competence
of the Organisation and the will to proclaim their ethical dimension, these
proposals are the result of the rereading of ten years’ worth of speeches
by the Working Group “Culture and Development”, which later became the
NGOs — UNESCO Joint Programme Commission “Poverty”.

The best practices of local NGOs, brought to light by the different
actions set about in each of the five regions, lead us to believe that they
must become basic principles for any project whose aim is to fight against
poverty.

Such principles speak as well to NGOs as to decision-makers, at
any level: local, national or international. They could become a long- term
basis for norms contributing to the writing of a world convention on the
eradication of poverty.

The presentation of this document seeks to break with the
custom of linear papers, to offer a more global and synoptic vision
of basic requirements for a fight which cannot be undertaken, except in
accordance with the concerned communities and in co-operation with

them.
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