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CITIES SAVE THE WORLD 
LET’S REINVENT PLANNING
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The Canal area was chosen as the case study for the 
Brussels workshop because the public authorities  
are now engaging in a new phase of its development 
that will combine the renovation of its neighbourhoods 
with giving it a more metropolitan and international 
dimension. 

The Brussels workshop is about collaborative planning, 
community participation and capacity building focusing 
on finding ways of “how to reconcile local expectations 
with international challeneges” while organising, 
financing and managing Cities. The challenging tasks 
to achieve Competitive and Sustainable Cities place 
great burdens to public authorities and institutions, 

developers, local communities and individual 
inhabitants. In short period of time they will have to 
move beyond the present pilot intervention schemes 
to comprehensive territorial governance actions 
that will need to become the “norm”. The necessary 
restructuring and upgrading of existing urban areas will 
be even more challenging than ever before.
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HOW TO RECONCILE LOCAL EXPECTATION WITH STRONG 
INTERNATIONAL CHALLENGES WHEN RENEWING A CITY?

THE INNOVATIVE PRACTICES AND NEW PLANNING 
APPROACHES ARE BASED IN INTERACTIONS BETWEEN 

REGULATION, FISCAL AND FINANCIAL ISSUES TOWARDS 
INSTITUTIONAL CHANGE, ADVOCACY AND 

INTERNATIONAL CHALLENGES

URBAN RENOVATION POLICIES NEED A GLOBAL 
AND MULTILEVEL NETWORK OF GOVERNANCE 

WITH A PLACE-BASED APPROACH

INCLUSIVE AND INTEGRATED URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
WITH A COOPERATIVE AND HUMAN-CENTERED 

APPROACH IS SLOWLY FINDING ITS PLACE IN CITY 
PLANNING AND STRATEGIES. THEY INCLUDE NEW 
FORMS OF SOCIABILITY, COLLECTIVE OWNERSHIP, 

AND SELF-ORGANIZATION. THESE NEW IDEAS, 
PROCESSES, CONCEPTS AND PROPOSALS HELP 

US PLANNERS TO DEMISTIFY URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
AND SHOW A BROAD RANGE OF POSSIBILITIES FOR 

APPROACHING GLOBAL CHALLENGES

PLANNERS NEED TO BE INTER-DISCIPLINARY ENGAGED 
WITH DECISION AND POLICY MAKERS AND LOCAL COMMUNITIES 

TO SECURE SCHEMES THAT ARE BOTH INTERNATIONALLY 
COMPETITIVE AND MEET LOCAL PEOPLE´S NEEDS

THE CONSTRUCTION OF A CITY HAS EVOLVED FROM DESIGNING 
BLUEPRINTS TO STRATEGIC PLANNING AS A PROCESS, WHICH 

INTRODUCES TERRITORIAL RISK AND CHANGE MANAGEMENT IN-
CLUDING GOOD QUALITY URBAN DESIGN BASED ON 

CHANGING NEEDS AND DEMANDS
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