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Track 1. Transforming Human Settlements 

Session 1: Rural transformations, fringe, sprawl 

Planning economic development of city and region: strategic assumptions of the state versus local capacities 
 

The adaptation of former gated communities in urban sprawl of Bangkok metropolitan area, Thailand 
 

Spatial evolution of rural settlements in urban fringe of Shanghai metropolitan area 
 

Rural resilience: transforming mining towns and settlements 
 

Towards transforming human settlements in urban fringes of delta state, Nigeria 



 

Deprived human settlements in Abidjan: from theory to action 

 

Session 2: Morphology, rehabilitation 

Four decades of vertical living: a comprehensive analysis of the architectural development of the vertical housing 

projects by the national housing authority in Bangkok and the greater metropolitan area between 1973 and 2013 

Urban transformation: a changing phase of Minna central area 
 

The preservation and sustainable utilization research of Suitang Luoyang ancient 

city based on the precise historical information re-mapping 
 

Regeneration for traditional residential community of water towns 

south of the Yangtze River based on cultural planning 
 

Micro-transforming: a new strategy for hutong settlement in historic 

districts. Case study on Yangmeizhu-Xiejie in Beijing 
 

Limits to hospitality and right to the city in the ruins of a world heritage 

site: Suleymaniye in Istanbul historic peninsula 
 

The transformation of former Jewish structures in the towns of central Poland – spatial order and its perception 
 

Session 3: Walking, running, soft transportation, public space 

Urban design factors associated with perceived assessment in elderly’s 

walking activities: case study of central Shanghai, China 
 

An assessment of infrastructure provisions and services for persons with 

disability at University of Venda and its surroundings 
 

Transformation of public space in terms of politics and power: the case of Beyazit square 
 

Session 4: Transportation and sustainable infrastructure 

Delivering sustainable urban infrastructure – a feasibility study of two Western Cape municipalities 
 

Transit Oriented Development approaches for developing world cities: 

some insights based on the South African context 
 

Transforming human settlements to support viable public transport in developing 

cities: results of a public transport corridor operating cost model 
 

Transit oriented development as a tool for transforming negative urban spaces in South African townships 
 



Industrial land redevelopment in rapid urbanization area under “stock development” 

background: an empirical analysis of a city in the Yangtze River delta, China 
 

Session 5: Building sustainable cities 

Transforming Mumbai city: removing the bottlenecks to achieve future sustainability 
 

Transforming the urban chaos with environmental recovery: Pedra Branca forest case, Brazil 
 

Residential differentiation and socioeconomic reorganization under spatial reconstruction 

- a case study of the new town plan of new Beichuan, Sichuan, China 
 

Session 6: Transforming African cities 

The American dream: urban densities in South African cities 

Exploring the spatial and economic development impacts of the African 

Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA) in Lesotho 
 

A new framework for spatial planning and land use management legislation in South Africa 
 

Mixed income housing development model for South Africa: a case of 

Cosmo city, Johannesburg and Cornubia, Ethekwini 
 

22 years of post-apartheid urban change in South Africa. Done enough? 
 

Track 2. Planning Activism and Social Justice 

Session 1: Planning and social justice  

A new dawn for the South African planning system 

Transportation issues of cities in developing countries - case study of Nairobi, Kenya 

The desire of settling in cities of the new generations of Chinese migrant workers 

A framework for sustainable land use management in rural areas under traditional authority 

 

Session 2: Social structures 

The rise of the social elite: a challenge to planning activism and social justice in South African cities 

Citizen participation – a successful strategy in revitalization of panel building estates’ public space or a marketing slogan 

Criticising Sweden’s treatment of Europe’s most vulnerable citizens – what can we learn from slum upgrading projects in 

South Africa when it comes to increasing poverty and informality in Northern Europe? 



 

Session 3: Public policy and capacity building 

Public participation in IDP, Kwazulu-Natal, South Africa 
 

Towards a curriculum & capacity development framework in support of a land use classification system in South Africa 

The successful transferability of community driven housing programs in South-East Asia and the role of international NGOs 

South African cities: changing spaces 

 

Session 4: Economic justice 

The socio-economic transformation of Makoko community, Lagos, Nigeria 

Revitalizing a historic district: Dalian Xinglong historic district case study 

The allure of the great leap forward 

Neoliberal intervention to the coastal areas: the case study of Port Alaçati, Turkey 

 

Session 5: Planning activism 

A critical review of top-down vs. Bottom-up models for informal settlement upgrading in South Africa 

Civil activism as a means of promoting participatory planning: the case of Tula 

Hello city! 

 

Session 6: Inclusive planning 

Housewives empowerment in urban Kampung house extension strategy a case study in Kampung Cikini, central Jakarta, 

Indonesia 

Exploring accessibility issues of public buildings for mobility impaired. Case study: interstate bus terminal (ISBT), 

Vijayawada, India 

Analysis on influencing factor of the choice on commercial facilities for the elderly going shopping on foot—an empirical 

study of four typical residential communities in central Shanghai 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3. Envisaging Planning Theory and Practice for the Next 

Decades 

Session 1: Managing innovation and change 

The capacity of institutional innovations for planning practice – reinventing application 

Heterotopia and equilibrium of contest urban space-an investigation of an accommodation-assimilation mechanism 
 

Through a Rhizomatic process of planning 

Mis-romanticism of hidden spaces and gentrification 

In search for new urban planning education and research formulas 

 

Evaluating the implementation performance of historical and cultural town planning: case of Guangfu town 

 

Session 2: Environmental planning 

Using the natural ecosystem to achieve urban societal ambitions 

Planning for sustainable communities is planning for green spaces 

Sustainability and the revolution in urban planning 

Tackling urban challenges in Sub-Saharan Africa through indicator-based sustainability assessment 

 

Session 3: Post-colonial planning challenges 

Normal informal living spaces in South African low income human settlements 
 

Bridging the gap between planning theory and practice in Africa: towards a theoretical solution 

Spatial planning in Nairobi: beyond the post-colonial paradigm? 

 

Session 4: Post-colonial planning challenges 

What explains the tale of two cities: community engagement in urban planning in New South Wales, Australia 

Bi-conceptual planning modelling in tackling a rural threshold challenges in Nigeria 

A reflection on the changing faces of urban land use planning in Ghana 

 

 

 



Session 5: Tools for integrated planning 

Investigating the lack of integration within district municipalities: effects of Spluma on integration 

Transforming the shape of Durban – a local area plan for the inner city of Durban, Ethekwini municipality 

Growing the seed of spatial transformation: an overview of the capacity building and training dimensions of Spluma (2013), 

South Africa 

A paradigm shift from resources economy to knowledge economy: the case of urban development in Qatar 

 

Session 6: Tools for integrated planning 

Understanding variables for contextual re-generation of urban areas - case study of Kolkata, India 

Un-Habitat’s rapid planning studio: transdisciplinary planning for periods of rapid urban growth 

A focus on biodiversity and ecosystem services redefines urban planning and design 

 

 

Track 4. Urban Planning and Policy Making in Times of 

Uncertainty, Fragility and Insecurity 

Session 1: Master-strategic-futuristic planning and the property development process  

Application of a holistic land development model for city sustainability: a flux of messy situations extending the frontiers of 

planning theory 

When planning becomes litigation: comparative case studies of the ideologies of appeal decisions in New South Wales and 

Ontario 

The future of urban living – planning for the unknown in Amsterdam 

Masterplanning as trouble shooting. Networks of professionals replace planning authorities in the planning of Arnhem 

Centraal 

 

Session 2: Master-strategic-futuristic planning and the property development process  

Effects of changing land uses on intra-city roads in Calabar municipality, Cross River State, Nigeria 

Intergovernmental organizations and human settlements; how the world polity is shaping the debate on cities 

Growing small businesses in South African townships: how planning tools can facilitate economic growth 



Opportunities and challenges for urban planning under Kenya’s new constitutional dispensation 

 

Session 3: Master-strategic-futuristic planning and the property development process 

An investigation into the application of improved building technology in office blocks to mitigate the impact of terrorist 

attacks in Nairobi 

Strategical planning for uncertain times 

The transformation and reorganization of cities in South-Eastern Turkey: an examination from the safety perspective 

 

Session 4: Climate change, sustainability and infrastructure services 

Guiding principles for city climate action planning 

Spatial resilience, adapting to water sensitive planning in South Africa 

The framework of resolving water issue in spatial planning in Netherlands 

Designing rainwater harvesting cities 

Climate change, water and wastewater, risks and uncertainties: case study of Kenya cities and towns 

A taxonomy of barriers to implementation of smart energy city projects in Europe: an empirical approach 

 

Session 5: Spatial analysis and environmental risk modeling 

Spatial simulation of air pollutants based on regression models between the pm2.5 concentrations and urban land use: a 

case study of Nanjing 

Determining the social and spatial vulnerability of a place from potential natural hazards 

- combined presentations

Sustainable goods and services 

Sustainable waste streams  

 

Session 6: Spatial analysis and environmental risk modeling 

Assessment of socio-economic vulnerability using select indicators 

The contribution of risk relations to urban planning practices: rethinking floods and other natural disasters of anthropic 

synergy 

 

 



Track 5. Intelligent Cities for People 

Session 1: Intelligent cities of emerging economies 

Innovative space of metropolitan area: types, patterns and evolution 

The research of spatial form in Xinjiang vernacular settlement focuses on water resources 

Eco-smart research parks: Shanxi Science and Technology City case study 

Old city restoration of Jakarta, Indonesia 
The sub-district of Glodok is part of a to-be embryo of Jakarta city located between the Jakarta West and North. The emerging 

problem is an unfortunate image of traffic jams, etc. Becoming the Manhattan of Asia needs presidential regulation stipulating 

restoration. 

 

Session 2:  Intelligent cities of developed countries 

Intelligent city planning – meeting people’s requirements? 

Smart specialization strategies for supporting the Europe 2020 vision 

Rebranding Umhlanga as an intelligent city 

Pleasant urban experiences: re-examining place-making theories using social media data in high-density cities 

 

Session 3: Planning with Big Data / complex systems 

Ever smarter, cities that learn: the application of complex adaptive systems theory to urban development 
 

An empirical study on mega-city commercial spaces distribution characteristics: exploratory big-data analysis on 

Guangzhou, China 

The role big data plays in the construction of smart city: a case study in Shanghai 

The interaction mechanism between urban planning, land supply and tertiary industry spatial structure in Hong Kong 

The urban conundrum in defining smartness; citizen or technology: a critique into the Indian idea of smart city 

 

Session 4: Smart transport / infrastructure 

Intelligent cities for local growth, smart city in Italy: the case of the Municipality of Genoa 
 

Smart mobility: challenges of integrating intelligent transport systems for enhanced transportation systems performance 



Urban core health vulnerability: assessment of carbon monoxide level in Bida, Niger State 

How integrated is the airport in the production of space? 

Promoting non-motorized transport (NMT) to reduce vehicular emissions in Nigerian cities 

 

Session 5: Participatory smart planning 

Digitalization and planning empowerment 

How smart are we about smart cities? Exploring opportunities for empowering alternatives 

Inspire and be inspired: an innovative, citizen-centered design of the spatial structural vision ‘Room for Ghent’ 

Participatory planning in the age of smart cities in India 

Digital slums - understanding the importance of the digital connectivity to transform African slums: the case of Cape Town 
 

Session 6: Smart energy in cities 

Green energy for African cities - the changing landscape of our cities 

Distributed ledger technologies (Blockchain) in urban energy systems, the case study of smart plugs in the UK 

Urban energy planning of human settlements: taxonomy, frameworks, and tools to guide planning evaluation and support 

decision-making 

Verifying and weighting citizens’ priorities for energy refurbished dwellings 

Definition of smart energy city development 
 

 

Track 6. Planning for an Interlinked and Integrated Rural-

Urban Development 

Session 1: Application of spatial planning tools, models and processes 

Regional planning in South Africa: a mandate absent since 1994? 

Study on residential spatial integration of migrant population in China—a case study of Nanjing city 



A critical analysis on the applicability of previously established theoretical growth models in post-apartheid South Africa 

(the case of the Durban metropolitan area) 

District rural development planning to guide the transformation and uplift of the lives of rural communities through linking 

economic production to the value chains and rural-urban markets 

 

Session 2: Generating local economic development through spatial planning 

Investigating the needed development to be proposed using communicative planning as a tool to enhance local economic 

development at Nzimakhwe location 

Using catchment areas analysis and GIS based spatial analysis for prioritising spatial investment in non-metro South Africa 

The spatial context of sustainable rural livelihood development 

The spatial integration of the Sadc through development corridors 

 

Session 3: Changes due to migration and urbanisation 

The impact of population increase and urban migration on global sustainability and quality of life 

New Detroit—where the urban and rural meet 

Rural: the history and future of the city: research on the current situation and utilization strategy of the traditional villages 

in Linhai 

Evolution of traditional boat dwellers’ settlements in the process of urbanization in southeast coastal region of China 

Rural development and modernisation of villages in Tzaneen (Limpopo) district municipality: an equivocal dilemma 

 

Session 4: Urban/rural relationships 

Impacts of national rural policy on the urban-rural relationship: a case study from Changfu, Guangxi, China 

A study of rural-urban linkages in a developing economy of Owo region, Nigeria 

Integrated rural-urban development in India: an introspection 

Urban development versus rural development and ruralism in South Africa and Zimbabwe: what the people really want 
Urban development, industrialisation and technological development are not what the people often want in rural areas. 

 

Session 5: Peri-urban interface 

Planning for a sustainable metropolitan region in Brazil and North America: challenges and strategies 

The national spatial economic opportunity atlas (NSEOA): a tool for trans-disciplinary rural and urban development 

planning 



Planning Auckland for climate change: compact city, or resilient city-region? 

Peri-urbanities as incubators of sustainable rural-urban development frameworks: experiences in Domboshava, 

Zimbabwe 

The dynamics of urbanisation – a case of Bhopal district of India 

Identifying and characterizing urban fringe with fractal analysis on Akhan, Denizli, Turkey 

 

 

 

 


