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URBAN AGRICULTURE Sencit

Health Socia Econon Ecological

Urban agricultura involves many differant types of food-producing epaces,

stakeholders, resources, and policies, and contributes to many bensfits. Access to healthy food Empowarment + Mobdlization Local economic stimulation Awareness of Food Systems Ecology
Food-health literacy Youth Development & Education Job Grawth Stewardship
Healthy aating Food Secunity Job Readiness Conservation
Physical activity Safe spaces Food Affardability Storm Water Management
Soclally Integrated Aging Soll improvemant

Bicdiversity + Mabitat Improvement

Community Commercial Institutional Community
Farms Farms Farms Gardens
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Access to land and rooftops

(Five.-Borough Farm, 2016)
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Spectrum of opportunity spaces
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From the micro (i.e. grass verge) To the macro (i.e. industrial site)
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‘Given the current economic climate, stalled

development spaces are a feature of our towns and cities

and are likely to remain so for the foreseeable future.
(Greenspace Scotland, 2010)
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o Incredible Edible Todmorden - huge impact
>100 groups in the UK + more internationally

o Our research shows the network is making a
positive impact

o Edible landscapes - free for everyonel
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http://www.incredible-edible-todmorden.co.uk/home
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(Visit Salford, 2013)
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o Phase 1 - desktop study on the key ingredients for success
Creation of typology and literature on urban farming

o Phase 2 - case study analysis of successful projects
Visits to urban farms identified in Phase 1 and soil testing

o Phase 3 - key stakeholder consultation and recommendations
Community consultation




‘We rely on grants from charities... you never know where the next
will come from’
(Salop Drive)

'Given the funding environment, a lot of organisations will do what
they can to raise funds, it's a very challenging environment’

(Federation of City Farms and Community Gardens)

'Our income is below £25,000 a year... our income from supporters
and community, which is the donations box generally and one-off
donations people might give us, some people give a couple of
hundred pound here and there'

(Woodgate Valley Urban Farm)
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Animals killed at Wythenshawe Park community farm after
yobs went on rampage

18:49, 21 MAY 2016 UPDATED 21:56, 22 MAY 2016 BY TODD FITZGERALD

It is understood that four youths had hurled missiles at cows, kicked poultry cages
and let dozens of birds out of their coops
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Three geese and a chicken were killed after yobs went on the rampage at Wythenshawe Park
community farm. Staff turn up for work
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o €1 million from a charity to enable UA

o Housing Association providing land - predominantly
stalled sites for meanwhile developments

o Beyond food growing - recreate the Garden City
feel to the space
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'Illicit cultivation of someone else's land’ (Reynolds, 2008: 16)

¢ &

Guerrillas either legitimise or decline (increasingly the
former i.e. Incredible Edible Todmorden)

Evidence shows that many pursue the informal route to
avoid what they deem ‘over-bureaucracy’




"Guerrilla gardening revives spaces - creating noise and getting people
engaged. It is fun, informal and a catalyst for bringing people together.
There is an informal movement in Salford.. we've seen things just ‘pop-
up’ in places. Bez (from the Happy Mondays) is leading the creation of a

guerrilla orchard.”

(Project Officer, Salford City Council)












‘The local trap refers to the tendency of food activists and
researchers to assume something inherent about the local scale.
The local is assumed to be desirable; it is preferred a priori to
larger scales. What is desired varies and can include ecological
sustainability, social justice, democracy, better nutrition, and food

security, freshness, and quality’
(Born and Purcell, 2006: 195)



o Cities need to realise the benefit of using stalled space -
meanwhile UA sites should be encouraged
(Angotti, 2013; Hardman and Larkham, 2014; Wiskerke and Viljoen, 2012)

o More radical approaches i.e. embracing Guerrilla Gardening

'TIdeally you will choose the time to seek legitimisation. Do this when you judge
that you and your guerrilla garden will be more at risk if you continue illegally
than if you try to go legit. Once you call a truce and offer to negotiate, it is
crucial you do this from a strong position’

(Reynolds, 2008: 226)




o Opportunity space for key actors to seize on the
global UA momentum

o UA will never make a city self-sufficient but can
radically impact on health and wellbeing

o Planners need to look at exemplars - use tools to
enable the practice in cities (like Brighton in the UK)
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