ABOUT ISOCARP

The International Society of City and Regional Planners
(ISOCARP) is a global association of experienced profes-
sional planners. It was founded in 1965 in a bid to bring
together recognised and highly-qualified planners in an
international network. The ISOCARP network brings to-
gether individual and institutional members from more
than 80 countries worldwide. As a non-governmental
organisation ISOCARP is recognized by the UN, UNHCS
and the Council of Europe. The Society also has a for-
mal consultative status with UNESCO. The wealth and
diversity of professional expertise, knowledge, and ex-
perience in the ISOCARP membership is unmatched in
the planning field.

Although ISOCARP members work in many different
fields they share a common interest in the spatial and
environmental dimensions of urbanisation. They advise
key decision-makers, proposing and supporting projects
for intervention in a spatial context through general or
specific actions.

The objectives of ISOCARP include the improvement of
planning practice through the creation of a global and
active network of practitioners. ISOCARP encourages
the exchange of professional knowledge between plan-
ners, promotes the planning profession in all its forms,
stimulates and improves planning research, training and
education and enhances public awareness and under-
standing of major planning issues at a global level.

The association‘s main event is the annual ISOCARP Con-
gress, which focuses on a globally-significant planning
theme and which takes place in a different country each
year. Since 1965 ISOCARP congresses have taken place
in all parts of the world on cutting edge topics and have
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always promoted knowledge creation and sharing in the
planning profession.

Prior to the congress Young Planning Professional
Workshops are organized. This YPP programme seeks
to bring together emerging young planning profession-
als from all over the world to tackle ‘real-world” plan-
ning projects.

All ISOCARP activities are covered in publications such
as the ISOCARP Review, the International Manual of
Planning Practice (IMPP), Congress proceedings and
special project reports.

ISOCARP recognises excellence through the Society’s
Awards programme.

ISOCARP Urban Planning Advisory Teams (UPATs) as-
sists sponsor organizations by offering the extensive
experience and expertise of ISOCARP members to work
on important local or international planning projects,
programs and policy initiatives.

In response to specific requests for ISOCARP assistance
with research and consulting services, ISOCARP forms
Technical Assistance Teams consisting of members who
volunteer their expertise and experience.

In 2016 ISOCARP officially established the Institute as a
“Centre of Urban Excellence” and formal body for gen-
erating, documenting and disseminating knowledge for
better cities.

The Institute’s core function is to design and deliver ca-
pacity building and continuing education programs; con-
duct research and promote knowledge transfer; as well
as offer advice and short-term consultancy services to
government, non-government and international bodies
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