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ABOUT ISOCARP

The International Society of City and Regional Planners
(ISOCARP) is a global association of experienced professional planners. It was founded in 1965 in a bid to bring
together recognised and highly-qualified planners in an
international network. The ISOCARP network brings together individual and institutional members from more
than 80 countries worldwide. As a non-governmental organisation ISOCARP is recognized by the UN, UNHCS and
the Council of Europe. The Society also has a formal consultative status with UNESCO. The wealth and diversity of
professional expertise, knowledge, and experience in the
ISOCARP membership is unmatched in the planning field.
Although ISOCARP members work in many different
fields they share a common interest in the spatial and
environmental dimensions of urbanisation. They advise
key decision-makers, proposing and supporting projects
for intervention in a spatial context through general or
specific actions.
The objectives of ISOCARP include the improvement of
planning practice through the creation of a global and
active network of practitioners. ISOCARP encourages
the exchange of professional knowledge between planners, promotes the planning profession in all its forms,
stimulates and improves planning research, training and
education and enhances public awareness and understanding of major planning issues at a global level.
The association‘s main event is the annual ISOCARP
Congress, which focuses on a globally-significant planning theme and which takes place in a different country
each year. Since 1965 ISOCARP congresses have taken
place in all parts of the world on cutting edge topics and
have always promoted knowledge creation and sharing
in the planning profession.
Prior to the congress Young Planning Professional Workshops are organized. This YPP programme seeks to bring
together emerging young planning professionals from all
over the world to tackle ‘real-world’ planning projects.
All ISOCARP activities are covered in publications such
as the ISOCARP Review, the International Manual of
Planning Practice (IMPP), Congress proceedings and
special project reports.
ISOCARP recognises excellence through the Society’s
Awards programme.
ISOCARP Urban Planning Advisory Teams (UPATs) assists
sponsor organizations by offering the extensive experience and expertise of ISOCARP members to work on
important local or international planning projects, programs and policy initiatives.
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In response to specific requests for ISOCARP assistance with research and consulting services, ISOCARP
forms Technical Assistance Teams consisting of members who volunteer their expertise and experience.
In 2016 ISOCARP officially established the Institute as a
“Centre of Urban Excellence” and formal body for generating, documenting and disseminating knowledge for
better cities.
The Institute’s core function is to design and deliver capacity building and continuing education programs; conduct
research and promote knowledge transfer; as well as offer
advice and short-term consultancy services to government,
non-government and international bodies worldwide.
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ISOCARP
PRESIDENT’S
FOREWORD
RIC STEPHENS
ISOCARP PRESIDENT 2015-2018
COOL PLANNING: CHANGING CLIMATE AND OUR URBAN FUTURE

The defining issue of our time is anthropogenic, global, climate change. The sustainable equilibrium elements of environment, economy, and society are all at
risk from climate change impacts. Global warming is creating ecosystem tectonic shifts, disrupting energy and resource economies, and spawning authoritarian geopolitics. Even as our glaciers are disappearing, the response to climate
change is moving at a glacial pace. Previously moderate projections for future
temperature are now the predicted levels. If mitigation measures are not implemented, severe adaptation measure will be. What does this mean for city and
regional planning? We must incorporate three approaches to balance long-term,
short-term, and aspirational planning: sustainable development, urban resiliency, and regenerative design.
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Intergenerational equity provides a foundation for urbanism that requires environmental stewardship, economic development, and social equity. Sustainable
development is at the heart of planning. ISOCARP represented professional planning at the Habitat III conference, and the Society is a leader in advocating and
implementing the global, Sustainable Development Goals. These goals include
Climate Action, and ISOCARP is a founding member of the UN-Habitat Planners
for Climate Action.
2
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URBAN RESILIENCY

The long-range vision of sustainability must be complemented by consideration
for contemporary disaster preparedness and risk reduction. Climate change,
population growth and displacement, and fiscal instability all contribute to more
frequent and severe disasters. To counter these issues, the Society is a member
of the Global Alliance for Urban Crises and affiliated with the United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction. ISOCARP member projects and programs must apply urban resiliency principles in their design and implementation.
REGENERATIVE DESIGN

Sustainability indicates the need for climate change mitigation, and resilience the
need for adaptation. Both approaches emphasize continuity. The third approach
considers aspirational visioning that transcends ‘continuity.’ It answers the questions “Where do we want to go?” and “Who do we want to be?” Regenerative
design encompasses values and aspirations beyond anthropocentric definitions of
sustainability and the immediacy of disaster responsiveness. It is a vital role for ISOCARP and its members to help identify and guide sense of place and community,
rational planning and systems thinking, and both macro- and micro-scale visioning.
Although the challenges are great, and the stakes are high, the potential for
a transformative urbanism is the clear alternative to the current path. There
is friction to the changes required to realize these approaches: institutional
barriers, social displacement, xenophobia, and, many others. Despite these
obstacles, transformative planning will ultimately create communities which
are healthier and more vibrant. These changes will be guided by planning
practice and technologies.
PLANNING PRACTICE

ISOCARP’s mission is “Knowledge for better Cities,” and the Society has developed a wide array of activities and media to achieve this goal: advisory services,
awards, congresses and events, consultancy projects, databases, global networks, publications, social media, technical assistance, and, more.
The Society programs implement sustainable development, urban resiliency
and regenerative design goals. They are designed to provide value to members,
partners, and the international community. The Review is our premier publication, and I thank the authors, editors and contributors for combining their
insights and skills to create an extraordinary resource for community planning.

3
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TECHNOLOGIES

Review 14 includes the Society’s white paper on smart cities. Smart urbanism
is inevitable, and it will merge information and communications technologies,
energy, resource and infrastructure technologies into networks that create sustainable, resilient, regenerative, urban-rural ecosystems containing vibrant communities with thriving economies and biodiverse environments. Bodø aspires to
be the ‘world’s smartest city,’ and is already a phenomenal model of sustainable
development, urban resiliency, and regenerative design. I am deeply grateful to
the hosts and organizers of this year’s Congress for their energy and enthusiasm
to ensure the Congress is both meaningful and memorable.

4
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FOREWORD

Once again it is our privilege to welcome you to the ISOCARP Review. This year
most of our articles focus on the topic of “Cool Planning: Changing Climate and
Urban Future”. We are pleased to publish nine articles about how planning can
mitigate, and assist cities to adapt to, climate change, while three more articles
report engineering and scientific efforts to develop new climate change planning
tools. We then present three plans that are noteworthy and have elements related to climate issues and sustainability.
New to Review 14 are a book review section and a revised format to the Congress Local Area Committee (LOC) foreword. This year we invited Bodo to tell us
about themselves – their history, their demographic and employment make-up,
their life style and their recent and on-going planning efforts - to inform our Congress attendees about their host town. They provided a fascinating document
which we hope the Review readers enjoy and find useful. We also thank the Bodo
LOC for providing the photos used throughout this publication.
Again, the Review has been designed as a digital and printed publication. We
have organized our articles into 6 sections as shown in the Table of Contents
(TOC): Welcome to Review 14; Plans to Mitigate and Adapt to Climate Change;
Climate Change Planning Tools; Noteworthy City and Regional Plans; ISOCARP
Activities, and Book Review. Please use the TOC as your gateway to the articles.
From there, in the digital version, you can hyperlink to any section or to any article. You can return to the TOC from any page by clicking on the “TOC” found at
the bottom right corner of any page.
Our section on “Plans to Mitigate and Adapt to Climate Change” includes articles from six different countries and the scale of the plans ranges from the megacity scale of the Paris Metropolitan Region to intimate ones in New Zealand and
Australia. Of our two articles from Canada, one presents a plan to adapt Vancouver’s urban forest to both development and climate change induced rising
5
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temperatures. The second Canadian article describes a plan to mitigate climate
change impacts to the Fraser River watershed and insure the supply of fish, critical to the Indigenous culture of that area. We have two articles from India and
both focus on climate adaption of houses. One also explores ways to improve
the disaster resilience of informal housing. Our article from South Africa demonstrates how collaboration with other cities resulted in improved sustainability
planning. We close this section with a more general discussion of the need to
implement “green and blue” concepts into urban plans.
We are very pleased to include three articles about climate adaption research
and the planning tools being developed by these projects. We learn about the
meticulous climate modeling and the testing of heat sink remediation efforts in
Vienna. Another article tells how Norway is working to develop zero emission
buildings. Finally, we have a wonderful article explaining how the European Commission - Joint Research Center scientists have improved remote sensing capabilities and how they are using this information to identify areas which are prone to
climate change related damage.
As is our mandate, we also include noteworthy city and regional planning projects. In our first article, we learn about detailed plans to develop two “Blue and
Green” projects, a sustainable mixed-use technology center and a regional park,
in the Chinese mega-city of Wuhan. Next is a discussion about developing sustainable, climate change adapted urban areas to be built north of the Artic Circle.
Lastly, we present a description of a long-term effort collaborative effort, recently
begun, to restore the cultural landscape along the Yamuna River as it makes its
way through the National Capital Territory of Delhi, India.
Our last section contains the Society White Paper about the marriage of Smart
and sustainable growth.
As usual, all the credit for the wonderful articles presented in this publication
belong solely to the authors and their teams of professionals who produced the
plans. The Review staff thanks them for their hard work preparing their drafts,
their perseverance enduring our editing, their good spirit while providing us with
illustrations suitable for publication, and their dedication to producing the highest quality article for the enjoyment of the worldwide planning community.

6
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BODØ: THE ARCTIC CITY OF OPPORTUNITIES
ANNELISE BOLLAND

FIGURE 1: Night view over Bodø. Photo by Per-Inge Johnsen, Bodø Municipality

What is it about our city in the far north that makes it so special? The location of
the city affords natural wonders not seen elsewhere. Our seas are rich with fish.
Our location is well suited for transhipment of goods and people. As a result,
Bodø has experienced a fairy-tale development in recent years. The city centre
is being transformed, many new building projects are under way and a new city
hall is being built. The recently completed Stormen (The Storm) concert venue
and library are wonderful buildings that form the beating heart of the city centre.
The city’s inhabitants are proud of their city and full of optimism for the future.
Together, we hope to build the world’s smartest city. We see Bodø as a city
where the needs of people are at the forefront.

8
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FIGURE 2: Position of Bodø in Europe

SOME FACTS ABOUT OUR CITY

Bodø is located in the far north of the beautiful country of Norway. It lies immediately beyond the Arctic Circle in the heart of the County of Nordland. It has a
population of 52,000 and covers an area of 1,395 km². The municipality extends
a distance of 60km from east to west and 70km from north to south.
Fisheries form the basis for growth and development in both historic and modern Norway. Ever since the Viking age, the coast of Norway has survived by selling fish, particularly cod, to buyers from across Europe. It would not have been
possible to survive along the coast of Norway without cod. The trading centre of
Bodø was granted city status in 1816 so that it could control, transport and sell
fish to Bergen and to buyers from across Europe. The city was founded at Hundholmen Plass, now situated in the centre of modern-day Bodø. In 1904, the large
breakwater in Bodø was built to protect the port from waves and bad weather.
Just inside the breakwater, facing the port basin is the pleasure craft harbour and
piers for fishing vessels. Construction of the breakwater marked the start of the
modern development of the city of Bodø.
World War Two changed the physical character of the city. Bodø city centre
was completely destroyed by Luftwaffe bombing on 27 May 1940. Of the city’s
760 houses, 420 were destroyed in the Nazi attack. Fifteen people died during
9
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the bombing and sixty percent of the population, or around 4,000 people, were
left homeless. Only a few of houses remained in Bodø city centre. The city’s cathedral and city hall were also bombed and were rebuilt during the period 1956-59.
Svenskbyen (the Swedish Town) is part of the city that was given as a gift from
Sweden during the war years to redress the housing shortage in Bodø. This house
district has now been awarded protected status.
Today the architecture of the city is predominantly post-war. Much of the city
centre was developed in the 1950s and 1960s. Many of the building façades were
given protected status under a cultural heritage plan in 2006. Work has been
under way for a number of years on a plan to protect and develop parts of Storgata (The Main Street). This plan was adopted by the city council in March 2018.
The area covered by the plan has been designated as being worthy of preservation nationally for its collection of post-war buildings. The plan state that the entire street is to be designated a pedestrian zone. The roadway will be developed
into a pedestrian zone and an urban space for play areas, parks and activities.
The Glasshuset pedestrian street was built in 1992 and is a glass-covered part
of the public street of Storgata in the centre of Bodø. The Glasshuset is open 24
hours a day all year round and is important for both trade and the attractiveness
of the city centre.
About 28,000 people work at non-military jobs in Bodø. Unemployment is extremely low at approximately 2%. While public administration and service provision is vital for employment in the municipality and accounts for around 40% of
jobs, Bodø has a wide variety of industries.
Bodø’s militarily strategic location was a key factor behind the presence of the
Norwegian Armed Forces in Bodø. Bodø has been the most important operational
fighter base in Norway since the 1950s. The present joint civilian/military airport
was built hurriedly in 1952. The fighter base in Bodø will finally move away from
the city in 2022, although the Norwegian Armed Forces will continue to maintain a
strong presence, because it will have its operational headquarters in Bodø.
Bodø is a central transport hub in Northern Norway. The terminus of the rail
network is here. The infilling of Rønvikleira and the dredging of the bay in the
late 1970s gave the port a new basin and provided the city with new, large and
valuable industrial plots.
We have a busy port, where the famous ‘Hurtigruten’ (coastal cruise) calls on
its way both north and south every day throughout the year. Marine industries
represent a mainstay and include marine aquaculture, the processing of fish products, fish landing and the supply industry. The city is ‘situated in the heart of one
of the world’s most important food baskets’. The offshore seas are one of the most
10
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productive nurseries for cod, in particular, and other marine species. The County of
Nordland produces a quarter of Norway’s farmed salmon and other fish.
The airport is Norway’s fourth largest measured in terms of the number of
flights and it is the sixth largest measured in terms of passenger numbers. A flight
from Oslo to Bodø takes about 90 minutes.
The retail sector has traditionally played an important role in Bodø and is the
largest employer in the private sector, with over 3,500 employees. Transport and
logistics are also important with 2,500 employees, confirming Bodø’s vital role as
a transport hub. Other important industries include building and construction,
services and tourism.
There are also many jobs in education, research and public services in marine
industries. There is a great effort to create more jobs in the region.
WHAT IS IT LIKE TO LIVE IN BODØ?
THE CITY WITH THE MOST HOURS OF DAYLIGHT PER YEAR

Bodø and its environs have more hours of daylight per year than anywhere else
in the world. Although Bodø is situated north of the Arctic Circle and experiences
the Midnight Sun during the summer, there is no polar night in the winter due
to the angle of the Earth’s axis. Instead of darkness, we experience what is called
the “magical light” (sunlight reflected off of the atmosphere) and the Northern
Lights (light created by energised ions in the atmosphere) throughout the winter.
Many tourists come to Bodø to experience this winter light show.
There are equal amounts of light and dark around the time of the spring equinox
on 21 March. In summer we enjoy the midnight sun between 4 June and 8 July.
WHAT ARE OUR SEASONS LIKE?

The seasons are intense, and they affect the daily lives of everyone. The weather
can vary considerably during the winter, with snow one day, rain the next, and
then back to snow again the following day.
Spring in the north is a short and intense period. Nature stirs from its winter
hibernation and deciduous trees spring into leaf once again. Migratory birds return from the south and bring teeming life to the area.
Summer is a time of light, but the weather is very unpredictable, ranging from
sunshine and warmth to rain and storms from the west.
Autumn often arrives at the end of August with darker evenings and falling
temperatures. The autumn brings out beautiful colours in nature. Rainfall is
typically high in October and November in Bodø. The first snowfalls also arrive
around this time.
11
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Climate
Bodø is a coastal city with a typical Norwegian coastal climate, with an annual mean temperature of 5°C. The seasons are intense and the weather is always on people’s minds.
July has a mean temperature of 16ºC and the coldest time is in February, when temperatures
drop to -1ºC. The wettest month is October with average precipitation of 94.3mm. Bodø is ‘renowned’ for always being windy. The wind often comes from the east in both summer and
winter. Winds from the west originating over the sea often bring heavy precipitation.

FIGURE 3: The breakwater pier (Moloen) in the city centre is popular for recreation in all types of weather

WHAT DO WE DO IN THE WINTER?

Life continues as ‘normal’ during the winter. The unpredictable weather often
presents challenges in the form of ice and snow on the roads and streets. During icy conditions roads and pavements must be gritted to make them safe for
driving and walking. But the winter snow provides wonderful opportunities for
skiing, sledging and playing out in the great outdoors.
The climate means that buildings and infrastructure must be insulated in such
a way that water cannot freeze and that enables houses to be kept warm. Norway has a plentiful supply of hydroelectric power and good access to electricity,
and it is common for buildings to be heated using electricity. The climate also
means everyone has to wear clothes, which are suitable for the cold and precipitation. It is entirely normal for all pre-school and schoolchildren to play outside
every day in all weathers. Many people enjoy the changeable weather and love
to be outside and experience the forces of nature.
12
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FIGURE 4: ↑Pedestrian street in winter
FIGURE 5: ↓The city in the middle of the nature
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ENJOYMENT OF NATURE

In Norway, one can hike and camp anywhere in the countryside. No matter
who owns the land, the public has the right to access on all uncultivated land.
It is extremely popular to go hiking in the woods, along the coast and in the
mountains. In Bodø, land close to urban areas has been protected from development. Bodømarka is a very popular recreational area where many people enjoy
cross-country and alpine skiing and hiking throughout the year. Many paths have
been created throughout Bodømarka (see Figure 8).
SPORTS FACILITIES IN BODØ

Bodø has many excellent sports facilities to offer. The largest arena, Bodø Spektrum, is located close to the city centre and is home to an indoor football pitch
(soccer), handball courts and swimming pool. The indoor football hall means
football can be played all-year round. A recreation park for cross-country skiing
known as Bestemorenga is situated just outside the city in Bodømarka, and in
winter, many kilometres of ski trails are prepared for everyone to use. Many of
the ski trails are also lit.
HISTORIC CHURCHES

The oldest church in Bodø was built in 1240. The Medieval church of Bodin kirke
is the oldest building in Bodø. The cathedral, “Bodø domkirke”, in the city centre
was burned down in 1940 when the city was bombed. The new church was then
built, being completed in 1956. It was given protection in 2002. Bodø domkirke is
part of Bodø’s post-war architecture.
EDUCATION – SCHOOLS

Nord University is located at Mørkved, 8km east of the centre of Bodø. The university has 6,000 students in Bodø (and 12,000 students at various study locations across the region). A division of the Norwegian Police University College
is also located at Mørkved. There are two large upper secondary schools in the
municipality, as well as many primary and secondary schools spread across the
various districts of the city. The municipal authority has found maintaining sufficient school capacity challenging because the population and number of children
is increasing. Several new schools are now being built.

14

ISOCARP REVIEW 14

↑↑ TOC

BODØ: THE ARCTIC CITY OF OPPORTUNITIES
ANNELISE BOLLAND

FIGURE 6: ↑ Recreation under the midnight sun
FIGURE 7: ↓ Inner city of Bodø
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PLANNING HISTORY AND KEY PLANNING MEASURES

Bodø is in the middle of an extremely exciting period with many large urban
development projects. Urban development is about creating a city where people thrive. Planning, predictability and participation are key elements to achieve
good urban development. We want a land use policy for Bodø that involves the
building of a compact city with green development throughout the municipality.
Bodø city centre has developed and changed considerably over the past four
years and will change even more over the next four years.
The new municipal master plan for land-use for Bodø will be adopted by the
city council in June 2018.
URBAN PLANNING IN BODØ

Many organisations contribute to the positive urban development in Bodø, including both public authorities and industry in Bodø in particular.
Byplan (Urban Planning Office) is an office in the Technical Division, which has
15 employees. The staff of Byplan collectively possesses considerable expertise
in land use planning and make up an excellent planning environment. A wide variety of urban development expertise is brought together in one place.
Byplan is responsible for the municipal authority’s land use planning. The office is responsible for preparing most of the municipality’s master plans, which
set out the framework for the use and protection of land throughout the municipality. Byplan is also responsible for submitting private land use plans for approval. We are also involved in many development projects together with other
stakeholders in the municipality, other authorities and industry.
Our task is to prepare the municipality’s management tools for land use. The
framework for urban development is established through the municipal master plan of land-use, which is adopted by the city council. This stipulates where
housing, commercial buildings, schools and roads can be built and, in particular,
areas that cannot be developed. The plan must safeguard natural resources for
the agricultural industry and reindeer husbandry and protect our beautiful landscape. The proposed plan focuses on development across the municipality.
Another task over the past 12 months has been to update the municipal master plan of land-use. Many residents have expressed their views regarding the
proposed plan. Public meetings have been held throughout the municipality, and
meetings and exhibitions have been held in Stormen. The new municipal land
use plan sets out the framework for the future development of the city centre
and new development projects.

16
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SOME FOCUS AREAS OF THE MUNICIPAL MASTER PLAN FOR THE PERIOD 2018-2030:

A new plan for marine areas has been created which sets out in more detail the
areas that may be used for aquaculture and areas that have been allocated for
other interests, such as fishing and recreation.
The master plan has a marked focus on strong land preservation and protection of the basis for the reindeer husbandry. A new masterplan for parks and
public space will ensure attractive residential environments and recreation areas.
The parks will facilitate activity and varied use. The extensive natural areas will be
protected from development.
The municipality of Bodø traditionally updates the municipal master plan of
land-use approximately every four years. With regard to the city centre development as it stands today, the plans dating from 2006 and 2008 (Nerbyen-planen)
have strongly influenced developments in the city centre. Descriptions of some
of the key planning measures which have had a positive effect on urban development are described below.
URBAN DEVELOPMENT AREA

In the urban development area, which covers the area from Mørkved – Sentrum
– Løpsmark and Tverlandet centre, a compact city is being built, which includes
areas for housing development. Eighty five percent of the municipality’s population, or around 44,000 people, live in the urban development area. This means
that Bodø already has compact urban development. Over the coming years, the
aim is to develop the vacant areas inside the urban development area for housing and essential social infrastructure, such as school and nurseries. The municipality will meet its needs for housing development by using these planned areas.
Around 400 new houses will be needed every year. The municipal authority has
just adopted a new Housing Plan, which sets out how the targets for ordinary
housing will be met and how the municipality will work to develop social housing.
PLANNING MEASURE – NEW HOUSING DEVELOPMENT IN THE HEART OF THE CITY CENTRE

The municipal master plan of land-use, adopted in June 2014, opened the possibility of new housing development in the heart of the city centre. It was previously considered that such central areas should be reserved for commercial
activity. However, a strong desire has gradually emerged to make the centre of
Bodø more attractive and to bring more people into the city centre. A key planning measure was to enable residential development in the heart of the city centre and to focus on developing an attractive city centre.
The many construction cranes in the city today demonstrate the huge benefi17
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FIGURE 8: The urban development area (yellow area) and the border (green line) to the main recreation area, Bodømarka

cial implications of this decision. The commercial sector in the city has seized this
potential in an extremely positive way. A “new” city is being built in the centre
of Bodø. The decision in the municipal land use plan from 2014 relating to residential development has led to several new housing projects. This will double the
number of residential units in the inner city, and most of the apartments will be
ready for occupation during 2018-2020. In the development plans, the municipal
authority also imposes a requirement that the ground floor at street level must
be made available for activities aimed at the public, such as retail businesses,
eateries, and services. This will provide the city centre with many new business
areas and services, as well as other functions that make the areas at street level
both active and geared to ensuring that people spend time there.
PLANNING MEASURE – FOCUS ON CULTURE

The focus on the development of Stormen cultural block has been vital in creating an attractive city centre. The decision to focus on culture, during a challenging economic period around 2005, was the result of a bold political decision. The
location of a new concert hall and new library was approved in 2008 in a development plan called Nerbyen-planen. This plan contains several major projects
which are now nearing completion. The plan includes provisions to build four
high-rise buildings ranging between 14 and 17 stories in the city centre.
18
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FIGURE 9: Increased building activity in the city centre

Stormen cultural block has been built on the two remaining undeveloped plots
in the city following the bombing in 1940. The buildings were completed in November 2014 and the opening ceremony was broadcast on national TV. New pedestrian streets have also been established around the buildings, and the quay in
front of the library has been improved to create a wonderful new urban space.
Stormen has been a fairy-tale success. The city’s inhabitants have started using
the buildings and visitor numbers are much higher than anticipated. The architecture has attracted considerable attention in the international press. Stormen won
a national architectural award in 2015 and the justification for the award stated:
“Stormen library and concert hall is a unique, beautiful and carefully considered example of
architecture at the highest international level. The two buildings follow the existing street
structure, interact with the other buildings, and landscape in a way that enriches the entire centre of Bodø. The architect and client have together created an outstanding model for
good architecture.”

DRDH Architects was the architect for the buildings and Dark Arkitekter AS was
the architect for the external spaces.

19
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FIGURE 10: Stormen library and concert hall

NEW CITY HALL

Like the rest of Bodø, the old City Hall was bombed and burned down on 27 May
1940. A new city hall was built in 1959 and is a good example of modernistic revival architecture. The City Hall was granted façade protection in the cultural heritage plan of 2006. The City Hall gradually became outdated and ceased to meet
the needs of the present day in terms of ventilation and working environment.
There was also a need to bring together the administration of the municipality
under one roof. An architecture competition was launched in 2013 to develop a
new city hall.
The Danish architectural firm Atelier Lorentzen & Langkilde won the ‘New Bodø
City Hall’ competition with its draft ‘A crossover between city & citizens, past and
future’ (Et krysningsfelt mellom by & borger, fortid & fremtid) in January 2014.
The new city hall will have space for 400 office workstations and a total floor
area of around 11,000m2. The building complex will comprise a new building,
which will be built where the former library wing once stood. The existing City
Hall and the building known as ‘Banken’ will also be completely refurbished. The
new building will link all buildings together to form a single unit.
The new City Hall will serve as an office building for the administration of the
municipality of Bodø and will also meet any requirements regarding essential
functions for political work, with offices and meeting rooms for the political parties and city council representatives.
20
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FIGURE 11: The new town hall will open in 2019

The existing city council chamber, executive committee chamber, staircase,
and stairwell will be preserved. The City Hall will be completed in April 2019 and
is expected to be occupied before the summer. The City Hall is situated in the
centre of Bodø and will generate considerable activity in the city centre thanks
to its 400 jobs.
The parks located to the west of the City Hall will be upgraded to take on the
form of entirely new parks, which will be used both by local residents and to host
major events.
NEW CITY – NEW AIRPORT

The decision to relocate the existing airport is a national strategic decision aimed
at promoting growth and generating economic growth from the perspective of
the north.
There is a unique opportunity to plan, build and develop a new, smart, compact and environmentally friendly city of the future in the north – as a direct
expansion of the existing city centre. There is also a unique opportunity to build
a smart and environmentally friendly national airport that will serve one of the
country’s fastest-growing regions for future growth and development.
This unique opportunity has arisen because the present runway built in 1952
must be replaced, and, for safety reasons, the new runway cannot be built on the
existing site.
21
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FIGURE 12: The relocation of the airport in 2024-2026 will provide big opportunities for future development of Bodø

Stortinget (the Norwegian Parliament) has also decided that Bodø Main Air
Station (Bodø Hovedflystasjon) is to close after operating for more than 60 years
as a fighter base. This presents an opportunity to construct the new airport further away from the city and to release valuable areas in the city centre for urban
and port development over a 50- to 100-year perspective. The sales revenue also
offers considerable benefit for both the State and the local community.
Not only is the new airport a transport investment which will be beneficial to
society as regards the growth and development of the Bodø and Salten regions,
Nordland and the region as a whole, it is also a fundamental investment in the
future development of the new Bodø.
A long-term airport solution for civil aviation in the Bodø and Salten regions is
a national transport project, an urban and regional development project and a
climate and environmental project.
Once this enormous land area has been released, it will open up the potential
to try out and develop new methods for urban development and smart techno22

ISOCARP REVIEW 14

↑↑ TOC

BODØ: THE ARCTIC CITY OF OPPORTUNITIES
ANNELISE BOLLAND

logical solutions in energy-efficiency, transport and the environment. It presents
a unique opportunity to bring together road, rail, and sea and air transport in the
same area at the heart of one of the largest cities north of the Arctic Circle.
The Storting decided to construct a completely new civil airport to the southwest of the existing airport in June 2017. This decision triggered extensive planning activities among all the stakeholders involved.
Bodø municipality’s city planning office is now drawing up a land use development plan for a new civil airport in partnership with Avinor (State-own company
that owns and runs national airports). The goal is for the city council to adopt
the plan in June 2019. The airport is then scheduled to open during the period
2024-2026.
The municipal authority has also begun work on the latest urban development project in Bodø: Planning a new district on the site of the present airport.
The urban development area released covers an area of around 3 million square
metres. The area will meet the municipality’s housing needs up until 2065 and
possibly beyond. The chance to plan a completely new city represents a very special opportunity. The goal is to plan for smart and environmentally friendly urban
development with a long-term perspective. New and smart transport and energy
solutions will present major challenges. The aim is for the initial development
stage to be a zero-emission district.
NORWAY’S MOST ATTRACTIVE CITY

Bodø was voted ‘Norway’s most attractive city’ in 2016. A desire to focus on city
centre development and the ‘New City – New Airport’ (Ny by – ny flyplass) project were crucial in the jury’s selection of the winner.
“Bodø sees opportunities where others see limitations,” said former Minister of Local Government and Modernisation, Jan Tore Sanner.

The jury for the State prize for the most attractive city particularly emphasised
the following:
“There are two elements that led to Bodø being awarded the prize. The first is excellent city
centre development. The second is the project “New city – new airport”. This is where Bodø
has demonstrated that it is able to turn what is essentially a problem, i.e. the closure of the
military part of the airport, into a resource for the city.”
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The jury also emphasised:
“Bodø has experienced strong population growth, growth which has been addressed
in an excellent manner. City centre development has been prioritised in municipal planning over a number of years, an approach that produced results. Housing has
been built in the city centre and this is one of the most important measures that cities and urban areas can implement. The importance of encouraging more people to
live in the heart of the urban areas is something that can scarcely be overestimated.
Realisation of Stormen cultural block, with its library, theatre, concert hall and ‘house
of literature’, has changed the role of the city centre. It has made the core of the city
more interesting and dynamic and had a positive impact on visitor numbers, cultural life
and the consumption of culture. It has also led to a marked increase in city centre trade.
In the “New City – New Airport” project, Bodø has created an urban development project that is capable of channelling growth in the right direction, which means that urban and industrial development can go hand-in-hand. Bodø’s strong population growth
in recent years has been accompanied by a strong focus on the city centre, which
has generated pride among the city’s residents. This pride is a wonderful resource,
which means that increasing numbers of people are looking to live and work in Bodø.
We would also like to emphasise that the excellent development that Bodø is undergoing
cannot be taken for granted and further strong and sustainable growth requires the adoption
of a distinct urban policy. This means that the “New City – New Airport” project should focus
not only on ecological sustainability, but also on social and economic sustainability. This will
also enable the municipal authority to govern through a predictable land use policy that is
in line with the overarching national guidelines concerning land use, housing and transport
policy. Most importantly, the ambitions regarding architecture in the private sector should
be at the same level as the architecture where the public authorities have been the client.”
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FIGURE 12: Kids playing at the main square.

PARTICIPATION

As head of city planning, I am determined that our planning processes will be
open and predictable and involve good dialogue. We hold meetings concerning
new land use plans and many people come to meet us and express their views.
The municipality of Bodø opened a Citylab (Bylab) in Stormen library in April
2018. Bylab offers a meeting place for everyone who is seeking information, and
for the citizens to express views on urban development in Bodø.
Bylab Bodø is a place where the residents of Bodø and other stakeholders can
put forward proposals and suggestions as to how Bodø can be a better city in
which to live in future. The residents of Bodø are the city’s real experts as users
of the city every single day and we want these people to become more involved
in the development process than they are at present.
OPTIMISM

Why have we been so successful in transforming the city and our focus on city
centre development?
The community of Bodø is characterised by great optimism and residents are
proud of the city. This is not something that can be taken for granted. Some years
ago, it was commonplace to describe the city as boring, ugly and grey, and a
place where nothing happens. What has happened in recent years to completely
transform this view of the city?
25
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FIGURE 13: The Bylab is located in Stormen library

The world has come to Bodø in many ways. Stormen cultural district and the
New City – New Airport project combined with the creation of an attractive city
centre has led to a different view and perception of the small city of Bodø in the
far north, where the wind is always blowing from the north/south/west/east.
Suddenly, everyone is aware of their city and loves it for what it is. The focus on
culture, with the Stormen and Parken festivals and the Nordland Music Festival,
has created a sense of belonging to the city for many people and a sense of pride
that so many people have stood together at the big events in the city. The transformation of the city centre and strong belief in the future characterises the city,
and almost everyone is now facing the future with great faith and a big smile.
People come to Bodø from all over the world to experience the Midnight Sun,
the Northern Lights, nature and the culture. Bodø needs young people skilled in
many disciplines and we are thrilled to welcome newcomers.
I welcome everyone to our city north of the Arctic Circle and the 54th ISOCARP
Congress. I look forward to meeting so many planners from all over the world,
and during the congress week, would like to show our city, our nature and how
we live. It is very exciting that so many have delivered abstracts to the congress
and that there is so much international and national interest in coming to our
beautiful city in the north. I warmly welcome all of you!
Annelise Bolland, Head of the Urban Planning Office, Bodø Municipality
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ANNELISE BOLLAND (the author) has been the Head of the Urban Planning Office in Bodø Municipality since
2011. She has a background in environmental and agricultural sciences
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