












A city is rootless without history, and it is soulless without culture. Each city is of its 
unique enchantment. Guangzhou is not out of exception. However, the radical 
economic growth has inevitably imposed disruption and destruction on the urban 
heritage and historical area, thus leading to our reflection on urban planning and the 
theme of our workshop urban regeneration-inheritance and revitalization Guangzhou 
is a city of 2200-year history, with abundant historical remains and with a city layout 
which developed from Qing and Ming Dynasty. Xiguan area is the essential part of 
Guangzhou's historical quarter. Thirteen Hong, the traditional trading centre which 
thrived on the opening harbor, has accelerated the development of Xiguan Area. 
Shamian, Shophouse street, Xiguan House, Bamboo house and the Yue Opera are the 
diverse cultural heritage remaining in this area. 
After the foundation of the republic, the traditional urban fabric and cityscape has 
been destroyed by the construction of railways and motorways. Xiguan Area has been 
isolated from the Pearl River. The historical quarter is confronting a depression. 
Therefore, urban regeneration is of great significance to this area and the city of 
Guangzhou. 
Urban Regeneration is a standing systematic way of urban development. It emphasis 
on the protection of urban fabric and cultural heritage. And it encourages the 
combination of both renewal and renovation. 
Starting from the Xiguan 














