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This is an invitation 
call for the universities, 
master's students and 
young professionals 
who are interested 
in contributing to the 
sustainable spatial-
economic vision for the 
territory of the Eurodelta. 
The online symposium 
will take place from 
17th - 21st May 2021.

The Next Generation Podium gives students, 
young researchers and professionals 
the possibility to investigate and present 
their own ideas on how to strengthen the 
potential and international impact of the 
megaregion. The aim of this pilot program 
is to develop a sustainable spatial-economic 
vision for the Eurodelta. Common strategies 
and corresponding actions are key to leading 
the Eurodelta towards a green, inclusive and 
balanced megaregion in the upcoming years. 
A dialogue between the Next Generation 
(students + young professionals) and 
partners of the SURE Network as well as 
stakeholders of the Eurodelta intends to 
enhance knowledge-based collaboration 
in the area. This is done by encouraging 
young minds to participate in designing 
sustainable, inclusive and resilient strategies 
for the development of the megaregion in a 
guided process, which subsequently leads 
to the building of the Eurodelta Knowledge 
Platform (research network) that enhances 
cross-border cooperation in the future.

Introduction

Content

Call for 
Participation

(p. 6-7)

SURE-
Eurodelta

(p. 4-5)

Tentative 
Program

(p. 8-9)

Project Brief
(p. 10-13)
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SURE - Eurodelta

The SURE Network is a collaboration between 
small and medium-sized cities and greater 
metropolitan areas in the river delta from the 
Rhine, Scheldt and Meuse. It is the most densely 
urbanised area in North Western Europe with 
approximately 45 millions inhabitants, thus, 
regarded as a megaregion. Representing one of 
the core economic regions in Europe with shared 
values and challenges, it is also embedded in a 
network of transnational transport corridors.
The SURE Network provides a platform 
for exchange of knowledge, expertise and 
experience among practitioners in the field of 
urban and spatial planning on the scale of the 
Eurodelta. 

Within the SURE Network focus is put on cross-
border collaboration, specifically on planning 
issues in a city-region-context. Key is to improve 
the interconnectivity of the territory as a whole 
in a knowledge- and action-driven manner.  
Therefore the Eurodelta is an ideal experimental 
laboratory for promoting European integration by 
coordinating and reconciling activities in a wide 
range of themes and activities.

SURE-Eurodelta is striving for a region without 
borders, ensuring greater prosperity, mobility, 
safety and sustainability for everyone in the 
Eurodelta. 

The ambition is to conjointly investigate ongoing 
challenges and developments in order to set up 
a common vision and subsequently a sustainable 
spatial-economic strategy on the scale of the 
Eurodelta, accompanied by a shared agenda and 
collaborative projects as well as programmes.

Click this to read the 
SURE-Eurodelta Roadmap

The Strategic Urban Region Eurodelta (SURE) is an 
informal network originating from a working group 
within METREX. SURE consists of numerous cities 
and territorial entities in The Netherlands, Belgium, 
Northern France and Western Germany. 

SURE-EURODELTA Network

SURE - EURODELTA
Strategic Urban Region Eurodelta

ROADMAP
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This is an invitation to all universities and research 
institutes in the Eurodelta, on behalf of the partners 
of the SURE Network, to participate in the 
development of the megaregion.

Become an active part in the process!

A pilot program is being organised to explore 
the future developments for the territory of 
the Eurodelta. The program consists of an 
online symposium “Next Generation Podium 
for Eurodelta”, open to the students, young 
researchers and professionals working in the field 
of architecture, design, urban studies, economic 
geography and spatial planning. The symposium 
will be held online due to COVID-19 restrictions 
in the week of the 17th - 21st May 2021. A week-
long program will be organized in different formats 
(lunch forums, working conference, breakout 
sessions, etc.) with specific themes (see page 13).

 — Aim: 
The aim of this program is to develop a 
sustainable spatial-economic vision for the 
Eurodelta. This is done by encouraging young 
minds to participate in designing sustainable, 
inclusive and resilient strategies for the 
development of the megaregion in a guided 
process, which subsequently leads to the building 
of the Eurodelta Knowledge Platform that 
enhances cross-border cooperation in the future. 

The goal is to provide the Next Generation 
(students, young researchers and professionals) 
with a podium, where they can investigate 
and present their own ideas/visions on how to 
strengthen this megaregion.

 — Context: 
The territory of the Eurodelta is a densely 
populated region with approx. 45 Million 
inhabitants, along the Rhine, Scheldt and Meuse 
river delta in North-Western Europe. SURE-
Eurodelta is a collaboration of spatial-economic 
experts within a polycentric network of smaller, 
medium and larger sized cities and regions from 
five different countries. The recently developed 
SURE Roadmap explores activities and possible 
common actions between the stakeholders in the 
Eurodelta. A common goal for the cooperation is 
to improve the well-being of the Eurodelta citizens 
by means of coordinated planning, sustainable 
development, and stimulating a circular economy. 
Hence, common (cross-border) strategies are key 
to leading the Eurodelta towards a green, inclusive 
and balanced megaregion in the upcoming years.

Call for Participation!

 —  What's in it for the universities?
With this symposium, SURE Network is initiating 
a process of inclusion of variety of stakeholders 
within the network as a Knowledge Platform. 
They envision to gather ideas and refelect on 
the positioning of the Eurodelta in the current 
European dimension. First idea is to come together 
and see where we are at the moment. With the 
directions of the recently developed Roadmap, 
how can we take the next steps together? In the 
long run, the collaboration between the SURE 
Network and the Universities can help to address 
the European Commission and tap EU-funding for 
joint projects.

Keeping the interests of the academicians and 
the universities in mind, SURE Network is open 
to the idea of forming a scientific board within the 
Network to guide SURE-Eurodelta in a long term 
process.

 — Registration:
 — Registration opens on 1 March 2021
 — Registration closes on 31 March 2021
 — Weekly forums/updates (for registered 

participants) will begin from 15th March 2021
 — Registration/participation is free of charge
 — 100 spots available. First come, first serve. 
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We are reaching out to 
a number of universities 
in the territory of 
Eurodelta, with this Call 
for Participation. 

Please feel free to 
circulate it among your 
network, and help us 
develop the Eurodelta 
Knowledge Platform.
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When:  17th - 21st May 2021
Venue: Online meeting

Scan here for more 
details in our website

Lunch Forum, Day 1 
17th May 2021 - Introducing SURE - Eurodelta 

12:00 - 12:30 Cross-border collaboration in the  
   Eurodelta (15 mins each)

---  SURE Network milestones by P. Pol & 
E. de Wijs (City of The Hague)

---  Go Europe Go Rail (tbc)

---  Ongoing EU Project: ESPON STISE by 
F. Bekkers (Province of S. Holland)

---  Next Generation involvement by E. 
Pasveer (City of Amsterdam)

13:00 - 13:30 Open discussion and questions 

Lunch Forum, Day 2
18th May 2021 - Research dimension in the Eurodelta  

12:00 - 12:30 Research and transfer (10 mins each)

---  Universities/ institutes presenting their 
research on megaregions (3 pitches)

12:30 - 13:30 Dialogue between practitioners and  
   academicians (1 hour) 

Lunch Forum, Day 3
19th May 2021 - Practice dimension in the Eurodelta 

12:00 - 12:30 Best Practices (10 mins each)

---   Practitioners sharing their projects 
located in the Eurodelta (3 pitches)

12:30 - 13:30 Open discussion and questions 

Tentative Program 

OR you can contact the coordinators:

 — Alankrita Sarkar
       alankrita.sarkar@deltametropool.nl

 — Cecilia Braun
       cecilia@braun-urban.net

* The detailed program will be shared 
through our website in coming months.

Online Working Conference, Day 4
20th May 2021  
09:00 - 09:15 Welcome by A. Sarkar 
   (Vereniging Deltametropool)
09:15 - 09:30 Introduction to SURE and Next  
   Generation Podium by E. Pasveer 
   (City of Amsterdam)
09:30 - 09:40 Eurodelta Knowledge Platform by 
   P. Gerretsen (Vereniging   
   Deltametropool)
09:40 - 09:50 SURE-Eurodelta Roadmap by C.  
   Braun (Braun-Urban)
09:50 - 10:15 Keynote: University & Practice 
   + Questions 

10:15 - 10:30 Coffee Break

10:30 - 10:45 First steps: Project brief by A.  
   Sarkar (Vereniging Deltametropool)
10:45 - 11:00 Questions from students 
11:00 - 11:20 Practice-based research: Two  
   conceptual tools for urban design  
   and planning
11:20 - 11:50 Lecture: Methods and practicalities
11:50 - 12:00 Reactions and questions 

12:00 - 12:50 Lunch Break

12:50 - 13:00 Technicalities: Breakout sessions by 
   A. Sarkar (Vereniging Deltametropool)
13:00 - 16:30 Breakout Sessions 
   (participants working groups)
16:30 - 17:00 Closing statements and   
   preparations for next day

Online Working Conference, Day 5
21st May 2021  
09:00 - 09:15 Welcome and introduction by 
   A. Sarkar (Vereniging Deltametropool)
09:15 - 10:20 Breakout Sessions
   (participants working on final   
   presentations)

10:20 - 10:30 Coffee Break

10:30 - 10:40 Reflections from Day 1 by 
   A. Sarkar (Vereniging Deltametropool)
10:40 - 12:30 Presentation pitches (10 mins) by 
   teams & reactions from SURE   
   Network 
12:30 - 13:00 Reflection by SURE Network
13:00 - 13:10 Closing theme: Next steps (university  
   work packages + reward)
13:10 - 14:00 Lunch/Borrel (lunch packages will be  
   sent by the organisers)
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Here we provide all the information and guidelines 
for the participants of the online symposium, 
‘Next Generation Podium for Eurodelta’.

On behalf of SURE Network, we invite all the 
students and young professionals to voice their 
opinions and contribute to the development of 
a sustainable spatial-economic vision for the 
Eurodelta. REGISTER on 1 March 2021!!

 — Symposium: 
With a week-long online symposium (mandatory 
workshop with 3 optional lunch forums), the idea 
is to trigger the discussion on the coordination 
of planning activities on the scale of the 
megaregion with inputs on innovative strategies 
from students/ young professionals. In the first 
three days, lunch forums (1.5 hours each day) will 
be targeted to educate the participants about the 
context, providing an opportunity to interact with 
the practitioners and experts from the megaregion. 
Last one and half days of the week will be focused 
on group-work in a supervised setting. The results 
from this symposium can be valuable to set up 
a large-scale informal planning process with 
stakeholders from Eurodelta and tap EU-funding 
for cross-border collaborations. This pilot program 
also creates added-value for the SURE Network 
by activating the research and innovation in the 
Eurodelta.

 — The Assignment: 
The assignment for the participants is to 
brainstorm on developing a sustainable 
spatial-economic vision for the Eurodelta in an 
interdisciplinary setting. The young minds will 
be encouraged to integrate their expertise and 
ideas with other sectors and themes to be able 
to develop a holistic sustainable spatial-economic 
vision for the Eurodelta. 

You will be provided with a set of maps and 
materials to work on a coherent and cohesive 
vision before and during the conference. After the 
registration, all the participants will be provided 
with login details to a website for a dynamic forum 
(interactive platform). The forum will be continued 
until the end of the symposium where participants 
can initiate discussions and queries.

 — Urgency: 
Now is the time to act together! With the 
announcement of the New European Green Deal 
and the need for Post COVID Recovery Strategies 
at all the scales, we are motivated to initiate a 
common dialogue between the generations of 
planners and designers.

Project Brief  — Themes: 
Workshop and research questions for the students' 
projects will be designed around the following 
themes:

The themes are selected based on the urgency 
from the EU and the directions from the SURE-
Eurodelta Roadmap.

1
Inclusiveness and Cohesion 
within and between Regions

How does the inequality and disproportion 
in development within and between regions 
decelerate the process of setting a common 

agenda? What is the solution?

5
Water Management and 

Resilience
How can the Eurodelta be prepared to deal 

with water scarcity and design more resilient 
and safer networks in light of extreme 

phenomena? What kind of trans-boundary 
adaptation strategies are needed?

3
Circular Economy

How will the concept of circularity affect 
the Eurodelta? How can we find a common 

ground for our efforts and improve trade 
between cities and regions?

4
Climate and Energy

How to prepare our demanding megaregion 
for the climate disruption and energy 

transition for the present and future? How 
can the Eurodelta take common actions in 

energy efficiency?

2
Mobility and Infrastructure – 

Connecting the Eurodelta
In what new ways could the objective of 
“Connecting the Eurodelta” be realised? 

What kind of spatial and mobility strategies 
(cross-border) are necessary?

6
Digitalisation and Post-COVID 

Strategies
How can the megaregion respond to crises 

with digital innovations? How can the digital 
transformation be used for an inclusive and 

sustainable recovery post COVID?
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 — Participation: 
Master's students from different universities, 
recent graduates and young professionals are 
invited to participate in the symposium in which 
they will cooperate in an inter-university and 
interdisciplinary mix with participants from 
other universities/ research institutes. They will 
contribute with their own specific knowledge/ 
research approach. A variety of sectors and 
subjects amalgamate to bring an integrated, 
inclusive, sustainable and resilient vision. Thus, 
we invite participants (master's students or young 
professionals) fitting with the following criteria to 
register: 

 — interest in the region and scale of the Eurodelta
 — pursuing master's studies or recently 

graduated in spatial planning, urban 
development, urban geography, economics, 
political science, architecture and design or 
other subjects closely related to these topics

 — advanced cooperation and teamwork skills to 
motivate planning and design ideas and refine 
these ideas working with students of other 
disciplines

 — out of the box thinking in a limited time frame
 — ability to communicate your insights (in 

English) and ideas in a concise manner and 
illustrate the value of suggested innovations for 
quality of life and prosperity in the Eurodelta 
region at all scales (local, municipal, regional, 
national and transnational)

 — Schedule and Duration: 
A week-long symposium from 17th - 21st May 
2021 will be organised in different formats (lunch 
forums, working conference) with specific sessions 
and subjects in mind.

 — Lunch Forums: 
The week begins with three lunch forums (17th-
19th May 2021) each lasting for 1, 5 hours. Each 
forum has a different theme and different set of 
actors with the purpose of sharing the state-of-
the-art information on the scale of the Eurodelta. 
The lunch forums are open to all (students and 
other interested parties) for a dialogue to provide 
information about ongoing collaborations/projects, 
research studies/approaches as well best-
practices in the Eurodelta. 

 — Next Generation Podium: 
After the lunch forums, a one and half days online 
working conference (20th + 21st May 2021) will be 
organised, where students and young professionals 
work together with practitioners and stakeholders 
of the Eurodelta. The working conference begins 
with keynote presentations from practice and 
research and in the afternoon, the students will 
be divided into thematic, interdisciplinary work 
groups (breakout sessions) and develop the 
vision for the Eurodelta. On the next day (21st) 
the consolidated visions of the Eurodelta will be 
briefly presented by the students so that the SURE 
Network and other participating stakeholders can 
shortly reflect upon the outcomes and stimulate 
possible follow-up actions (next steps). 

 — What you have to do? 
You will be working together in MIRO, an online 
collaborative whiteboard platform to bring together 
ideas and teams. Each student work group will 
produce the following:

 — Contextualize
Step 0: Bring your context and understanding 
in the team? What can be done in your city/ 
region that can promote the development of the 
Eurodelta?
Step 1:  Observations? First ideas towards the 
Eurodelta? What are the relevant tasks that we 
should do? What research, what projects? Think 
with us.

 — Ideate
Step 2: Come up with an interesting idea at a 
local scale (or megaregion scale) that supports 
the theme. Make sure to include ideas from all the 
teammates with different expertise.
Step 3: How can the idea be upscaled into the 
scale of Eurodelta (or downscaled to local/regional 
level)? 
Step 4: Give one illustration that visualizes the 
vision of the project. Feel free to use your best skill 
for representing your idea on different levels. It 
could be a sketch, schematic diagram, contextual 
mapping, rendered image, collage or anything else.

 — Gather resources for implementation 
Step 5: Identify the stakeholders: What kind 
of support (personnel, finances is needed from 
(public/private/civic society)? EU-funding 
possibilities? 

 — Timeline - 2021 (starting date) - 2050 
(finishing date)

Step 6: Prepare a timeline of your vision and 
planning of actions(rough estimation).

*Handy tip: Think from this perspective: What can 
the SURE Network do for better implementation 
and how to translate the actions onto the local, 
regional and national level? Your proposal should 
lead the stakeholders of the Eurodelta and SURE 
Network to the next steps for new projects and 
collaboration? 

 — What do you get:
 — Become a part of a greater process towards 

developing the vision of Eurodelta. 
 — Opportunity to share your ideas and opinions 

with your peer group and experts during the 
symposium. 

 — Visibility of your contribution in social media.
 — Networking Lunch – one-to-one discussion 

with the practitioners. Exciting lunch package 
at the closing of the event.

 — Future support: Shortlisted student groups 
may get the opportunity to present at the 56th 
ISOCARP Virtual World Planning Congress 
and/or METREX Autumn Conference 2021 
in Riga and/or Metropool Forum 2021, 
Rotterdam.



(a consortia within the SURE Network)


