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Last year’s report was subtitled ‘A year like 
no other!’ - referring to the pandemic health 
crisis that turned our world up-side-down 
and challenged the fundaments of our 
Society. Whilst our annual reports formally 
report for activities during our fiscal year (1 
July- 30 June), we usually report until the 
Annual General Assembly of Members 
(AGM), typically during our World Planning 
Congress. This allows us to see some light 
at the end of a long tunnel and to gear up for 
a post-corona recovery of the in-person 
meetings and collaborations that is in the 
DNA of our Society. 

 
Healthy finances first  

Last year’s AGM took place on 10 
November 2020 during our first ever 
entirely virtual 56th World Planning 
Congress. Whilst there was warm 
appreciation of the lockdown-countering 
activities of the Board, Secretariat and 
many other member-volunteers, there was 
also concern expressed on our financial 
sustainability, given the looming 
uncertainty when post-corona recovery 

would start to take effect -resulting in a 
resolution for the Board to review the 
budget for 2020-2021. An online Special 
General Meeting of members (SGM) on 2 
February 2021 approved a revised budget 
after reducing board meeting allowances 
and staffing costs. The Board is proud to 
present the report on our annual accounts 
(period 1 July 2020 – 30 June 2021), 
showing that we managed to turn an 
anticipated loss of € -12.400 into a positive 
result of € + 1.500, not a small feat giving 
the pertaining and even deepening 
pandemic crisis during the entire fiscal 
year. The financial report – available to all 
members and up for approval by the 
upcoming AGM – provides all the details as 
well the reasons for this overall positive 
result, including in-kind support by the 
ISOCARP Institute (see also further in this 
report). For 2021-2022 we now dare to 
expect a marginal surplus, depending on 
the rigorous implementation of our 
Strategic Plan 2020-2023 (see further).  
While our state of current and future 
finances will reappear further down this 
report, an overall achievement is the 
establishment of the so-called ‘ISOCARP 
Financial Manual’ which will allow our 
future Treasurer to continue a legacy of 
incremental professionalization of our 
financial management.   

 
World Planning Congress: 
ISOCARP’s flagship activity  
 
One of main reasons of the positive result is 
a successful first entirely virtual (56th) World 
Planning Congress on ‘Post-Oil Cities: 
Planning for Urban Green Deals’.                                 The 
annual Congress captures the spirit and 
traditions of our Society: the commitment 
and collegiality of city and regional planners 
everywhere, an international perspective, 
and a dedication to the public interest, 
expressed through the voluntary 
contributions of our members. This spirit 
was also applied to our first online   
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congress, acknowledging the limitations of 
‘virtual togetherness’.  
  

 
 
For the very first time, this Congress started 
on World Town Planning Day, the 8th of 
November 2020, and was concluded on the 
4th of February 2021. Spreading out this 
virtual congress over 11 days in November, 
December, January, and February has 
proven to be a very smart choice. This 
provided us the flexibility to host 40 sessions 
with 165 paper presentations for hundreds 
of registered congress delegates (estimated 
450 participants including 284 registered). 
The virtual congress was opened by 
President Martin Dubbeling through a 
prerecorded video.  
 
Sue Manns delivered the first keynote 
address on behalf of the Royal Town 
Planning Institute (RTPI) and the Global 
Planning Network (GPN). 
 
The Congress featured a Virtual Meeting 
Place through the Gather.Town platform for 
horizontal and interactions between all 
congress participants.  
 

 

 
 
During the closing ceremony on 4 February 
ISOCARP hosted a Place-leaders 
Roundtable, with city leaders from the 
Global North and the Global South sharing 
their perspectives and experiences on 
planning for an Urban Green Deal. The 
Congress was co-hosted by UN-Habitat 
and Urban Economy Forum (UEF) and 
could not have taken place without the 
generous financial support the Ministry of 
Municipality and Environment of Qatar, and 
the ISOCARP Institute.  The 2020 
Congress demonstrated the outstanding 
leadership of General Rapporteur Piotr 
Lorens and Hope Magidimisha as co-
rapporteur, leading a large and dedicated 
Congress Team, enthusiastic participation 
by all the speakers and delegates, and 
organisational oversight by Congress 
Director Neeanne Balamiento and 
Secretary General Frank D’hondt. 
 

At this congress, the Volume 16 of the 
Review of World Planning Practice “Post-
Oil Urbanism” was presented. This book 
(260 pages) contains 14 articles in three 
sections: 1) Post-Oil Urbanism, 2) 
Development Policy, Research and 
Theory and 3) City and Regional Planning 
Practices. We are very grateful to the 
Editorial Team consisting of Malgorzata 
Hanzl, Jim Reilly, Mahak Agrawal and 
Ricardo Moura. To order our ISOCARP 
Reviews, please check out our Online 
Shop or send an email to 
overtoom@isocarp.org. Members can 
download the reviews by accessing the 
Members’ Area. Printed copies are 
available on-demand.  
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After the Congress, a Congress Recap (320 
pages) and  Proceedings of the 56th 
ISOCARP World Planning Congress (1534 
pages!) were published, containing all 
research and practice papers presented 
during the Congress. This was 
complemented – for the very first time in our 
history – by an online paper platform, that 
will gradually expand with past and future 
planning research and planning practice 
papers presented at our landmark 
Congresses. We will come back on the 
platform. In case you did not attend (all) the 
Congress activities, here you can watch all 
the plenaries and parallel sessions of the 
56th World Planning Congress. 
 
Preparations for the 57th World 
Planning Congress already started 
right after the 55th WPC but the 
hosting city Doha preferred to 
postpone with one year in the hope 
that in-person conferring could resume 
in the second half of 2021.  
 
The theme of the 57th ISOCARP World 
Planning Congress is Planning Unlocked: 
New Times, Better Places, Stronger 
Communities. The hybrid format allows 
delegates to attend the sessions in person 
in Doha (Qatar) as well as virtually through 
modern online technologies. 
 

 
 
Whilst the successive corona-waves since 
the outbreak end of 2019 further disrupted 
in-person conferring through 2020 and the 
first half of 2021, the vaccination 
programme made it possible to finally 
pursue a limited but meaningful gathering of 
planning professionals and place-leaders in 
Doha next month. Both online and in-person 
registrations are very promising at this 
moment of reporting, but registrations 
remain open, and we hope to meet and 
greet as many as possible members in 
Doha or online.  
 

 
 
Our Scientific Committee (see further for 
more) has drafted the Doha Congress and 
the World Cities Day declarations. Its 
members have formed three working 
groups, engaging the topics of Urban 
Resilience, Global Sustainability and Social 
Equity. All three topics are particularly 
addressing the pandemic responses and 
post-pandemic recovery, and climate 
change adaptation and mitigation. 
 
With Board member Ana Peric and the 
Editorial Team, we are preparing the 17th 
edition of the Review of World Planning 
Practice dedicated to the ISOCARP Award 
for Excellence (see also further). 
 
Already halfway the 56th Congress, 
preparations for the 58th Congress have 
already started, and we even received 
expressions of interest for the 59th 
Congress in 2023. We are however very 
happy and proud to announce that   we have 
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reached an agreement with the Brussels 
Capital Region (Belgium/European Union) 
that our next Congress will be hosted in 
Brussels, most probably the first week of 
October 2022, before the European Week 
of Cities and Regions. A formal 
announcement and handover will be made 
during the closing ceremony in Doha.  
Organisations with an interest in hosting the 
59th World Planning Congress in 2023 and 
beyond are invited to send an Expression of 
Interest.  
 

 
 

A Society of members 
 
In the past fiscal year, the Board 
organized no less than three member 
assemblies, complemented by three 
ISOCARP World Cafés - a new virtual way 
to discuss specific topics among members 
in a more informal setting.    
 
As aforementioned, the AGM 2020 took 
place during the 56th Congress on 10 
November 2020. A record number of more 
than 140 members attended the meeting, 
more than twice the quorum needed for 
decision making. President Martin 
Dubbeling chaired the meeting and 
Secretary General Frank 
D’hondt presented the 2019-2020 Annual 
Board Report to the members, which was 
warmly adopted – including a Strategic 
Forecast for 2021 and beyond, to be further 
detailed by the new Board. While the Annual 
Account was also approved, the AGM 
members requested the new Board to 
review the Budget proposal for the fiscal 
year 2020-2021, thus expressing concern 
on balancing expenditures and incomes. A 
lively discussion (on-screen and in the 

chatbox), resulted in a colourful whiteboard 
with many valuable suggestions to be 
considered by the new Board. The AGM 
was concluded with the announcement of 
the voting results and a follow up Assembly 
of Members scheduled for February. The 
renewal and vitality of ISOCARP were 
vividly illustrated by a record number of 
members standing for election to the Board 
(29) and two candidates for the position of 
President-Elect, as well as by 364 members 
(out of 704) casting their electronic votes. 
The 2020 elections concluded during the 
online 2020 Annual General Meeting, held 
on November 10, 2020. Pietro Elisei has 
been declared elected to the office of 
President-Elect, and newly elected Board 
members are: Zeynep Gunay (re-elected), 
Milena Ivkovic (re-elected), Shi Nan, 
Elisabeth Belpaire, Eric Huybrechts and 
Daniele Vettorato (re-elected). 
 

 
 
The President acknowledged the work and 
engagement of the three leaving Board 
members Jeremy Dawkins, Malgorzata 
Hanzl and Sebastien Goethals. He thanked 
them for their great contribution to the 
Society and hope they can be celebrated in-
person at our next Congress in Doha. 
President-Elect Pietro Elisei thanked all 
members for his election and states that the 
Society never was in a position as now with 
so many open perspectives and that we will 
need to improve a coordinated governance 
by Society and Institute as two sides of the 
same coin. We also will need to strengthen 
intercultural and inter-generational 
dialogue. The President replied to be 
looking forward matching the visions of the 
outgoing and incoming presidents before 
the next General Meeting. The President 
presented a digital whiteboard prepared by 
the Secretariat, including most if not all the 
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substantive comments that were posted in 
the chatbox of this zoom-meeting. This 
includes questions related to the Institute, to 
a better regional presentation of African 
planners, any many more constructive 
suggestions. The Secretary General asks 
all members to reserve 2 February in the 
agenda for the first ISOCARP World Café 
and a follow up Special General Meeting. 
 
On 2 February 2021, two days before the 
closing ceremony of our first entirely virtual 
World Planning Congress, the Board 
organised two ISOCARP World Café 
sessions, a new platform to rally members’ 
feedback and ideas on ISOCARP flagship-
activities such as our Congresses and 
Reviews. The first (virtual) café was 
concluded by a Special General Meeting to 
discuss and approve the reviewed budget 
2020-2021, which indeed passed the 
stress-test this time. The President also 
presents Board’s acknowledgement of 23 
Honorary Members – see draft minutes. The 
Secretary General presented the outcome 
of an ongoing Board discussion on the 
Strategic Planning for the next 2-3 years, 
with a more detailed roadmap until the next 
AGM in November 2021. The SG started by 
reminding about the Strategic Forecast 
presented at the AGM 2020, part of the 
approved Annual Report, serving as basis 
for a Strategic Position Paper 2021-2023, 
which was shared with the members on 21 
December and reshared right before this 
SGM (and still available on ISOCARP 
website). The SG shared some excerpts 
from this paper including a re-positioning of 
ISOCARP vis-à-vis our own members, 
cities, academia and other global 
organisations; as well a re-phrased vision 
statement, old and new fields, preferred 
strategies and the 17 + 30 concrete 
strategic actions for respectively the longer 
(1-3 year) and shorter (1 year) terms - 
resulting in 10 Strategic Priority Actions until 
AGM 2021. The SG concludes by summing 
up the ‘advantages’ of ISOCARP 
membership, as illustrated in figure below. 
 

 
 
During the lively interactive discussion, a 
number of member-sponsored resolutions 
were moved and approved including:  
1. “The members of the ISOCARP Association ask 

for more transparency and justification why the 
Institute Foundation can only commit to a 
marginal contribution (1/7th of this year’s 
income), despite the optimistic reporting on 
acquired EU projects.” 

2. “The members of the ISOCARP 
Association ask its Board to establish a 
more formal oversight role of the Board 
over the Board of Directors of the currently 
autonomous Institute Foundation – if 
needed by amending the statutes of the 
Foundation.” 

3. “The members of the ISOCARP Association ask 
its Board to establish the position of an 
independent Treasurer, working in close 
collaboration with (a different) Treasurer of the 
Board of Directors of the Institute Foundation, to 
be effectuated before the inauguration of the 
current President-Elect. To ensure 
complementarity in financial management, the 
Board needs to acquire oversight role over the 
Board of Directors of the Institute Foundation.” 

4. “We propose to set up an ad hoc group made up 
of the ISOCARP members who want to 
coordinate the process of members' 
participation and involve members in strategic 
planning via different tools including an online 
survey covering all members and follow-up 
focus-group discussions based on the survey 
findings.” 

 
Other very valuable member-ideas can be 
read in the (draft) minutes, to be approved 
at the AGM 2021 in Doha. In the months 
following the SGM, all four resolutions 
retained continued attention by the Board 
and resulted in the following actions to be 
further explained to the members at the 
Doha AGM (following the same order of 
resolutions): 
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1. Martin Dubbeling, in his double capacity as 
President of the Society and as member of the 
Board of Directors of the Institute as an 
independent foundation, established a 
transparent financial manual format for both 
organisations to allow for a better overall review 
of the complementary finances. This will be 
presented at Doha AGM. 

2. Pietro Elisei, in his capacity as President-Elect 
of the Society drafted a report with proposals to 
improve more complementary governance of 
both the Society and the Institute, as part of a 
growing ISOCARP-ecosystem in which also 
regional chapters might find a place. This report 
was presented to the members as a special 
ISOCARP World Café on 4 June.  

3. On 11 October, the Excom of the Society and 
the Board of Directors of the Institute reached an 
agreement on a 4-month roadmap to establish 
our Board’s oversight role over the Institute 
through the revision of the statutes of the 
Institute. This agreement also paves the way for 
a more coordinated financial management and 
joint operation of the Secretariat.  

4. Long-standing Board-member Ana Peric will 
step in as the new Treasurer of the Society, 
working in close collaboration with the Treasurer 
of the Board of Directors of the Institute 
Foundation, paving the way for a more 
integrated financial management of both entities 
that will remain separate fiscal entities.  

5. The Board finally established its Strategic Plan 
2021-2023 and presented it to the members 
during the 3rd ISOCARP World Café on 4 June. 
The Board welcomes member-feedback to 
improve and operationalize this Strategic Plan, 
enabled by the ad-hoc working group on 
strategy. Upon the ad-hoc group’s request, the 
Board has replaced the defunct member-area 
on our outdated website by a more advanced 
member-area on a new website of the Society. 
This new member-area was launched and 
demonstrated at the ISOCARP World Café on 4 
June, as part of the new ISOCARPolis approach 
to innovate our virtual interaction and 
collaboration (internal and external). On 4 June, 
the ad hoc working group presented interim 
findings on its survey and will present final 
findings at the AGM in Doha. The Board invited 
the ad hoc working group to stick to its initial 
mandate and no longer use Open Isocarp and 
its related Gmail-account causing confusion and 
digital insecurity.  

 

We encourage you to actively use 
our Members' Area to connect with the 
other members of our Society. In case 
you would like to know more about its 
functionalities, check out 
these tutorials. If you want to get 
involved, we seek forum moderators 
that will incentive dialogue and take 
care of the Members' Area. If you are 
interested, please reach out to Zeynep 
Gunay at gunay@isocarp.org. 

 
On June 4, 2021, the Board organised a 
third ISOCARP World Café. While the next 
Annual General Meeting will be held during 
the opening sessions of the 57th World 
Planning Congress – on 10 November – the 
Board sought to provide an intermediate 
opportunity for interactive member-
discussions and update on Board and 
member-activities, in a more informal way. 
 

 
Apart from the aforementioned presenta-
tions of the Strategic Plan 2021-2023 and 
the President-elect his report on the future 
relations with the Institute, Board member 
Zeynep Gunay explained the new 
ISOCARPolis, co-created by our former 
Policy & Communications Officer Jonas Le 
Thierry, and building upon the legacy of our 
initial corona-responses.  
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Celebrating the ideas of community, 
agglomeration and collaboration:, 
ISOCARPolis is conceived as a) a place 
about people coming together in one place 
to advance Knowledge for Better Cities and 
Regions; b) a digital value for membership 
in a global network by creating and sharing 
knowledge with and for our members. The 
key arenas of action, building on the notion 
of a Polis are illustrated in the figure above 
and will be further explored in the next 
sections.  
 
At the 4 June World ISOCARP Café, 
Secretary General Frank D’hondt presented 
the new Board policy regulation on 
international partnerships, building upon a 
long-standing legacy.  
 

 
 
The partnership strategy departs from both 
our Constitution and Strategic Plan, 
presenting 6 guiding principles as illustrated 
below. Combined with 5 qualifiers, this 
resulted in a shortlist of most essential 
partnerships, not excluding other valuable 
existing and potential partnerships. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The ISOCARP World café was concluded 
with the launch of the new website and 
member area, inviting all members to visit 
and use intensively.  

 
 
Find the entire presentation here.  
 

ISOCARPolis@work 
 
In this section we will explore ISOCARPolis 
activities conducted in the past 12 months, 
dominated by the corona-crisis and 
mitigation policies. The notion of a Polis is 
a reference to a virtual city with public and 
private (member-only) arenas for debate 
and knowledge-building. Thus far it 
includes”  
  
 Cyber Agora - An inclusive open space 

for all. 
 Planner’s Lab - A members-only 

collaboration space.  
 Communities of Practice and Research 

– communities of members and non-
members sharing a common concern 
and passion for a planning-theme or 
territory. 

1 2 3 4 5 6
ECOSOC 

UNESCO

COP/Climate

COP/Biodiversity

HPF

GPN 

UN-Habitat 
(+WUC/WUF/UO

/P4CA)

GPEAN

ISUH

ECTP

UCLG/
Metropolis

Urban 
Economy 

Forum (+WUP) 

Planning Aid 
Scotland (GPA)

UNECE

Other regional 
chapters of 

ECOSOC

[National Institute 
for Urban Affairs 

India]

CORP
METREX+VDM/

Eurocities

Regional 
Development 

Banks

Philanthropy 
(Rockefeller, 

BillGates, Ford, 
Bloomberg, 

Soros, Lincoln, 
Lego, AgaKhan, 

Bernard Van 
Leer, …)

1. Partners of global importance for our standing
2. Partners in support of our vision and policies
3. Partners to jointly provide content
4. Partners for project acquisition and fund-raising (Society only)
5. Partners to support our regionalization policy
6. Partners to support us financially

ISOCARPartners
ESSENTIAL PARTNERSHIPS
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 ISOCARP spotlight - A public stage for 
members to share personal insights 

  
These new ‘spaces’ complement existing 
channels of communication including 
PULSE, our monthly newsletter, and our 
growing and professionalized social media 
presence. 
 
Cyber Agora 
Cyber Agora is ISOCARP’s virtual public 
space for exchanging knowledge and 
opinions on global urban and regional 
planning issues. It is a free, democratic and 
inclusive place open for all, which seeks to 
spark constructive discourse with a hopeful 
eye towards the future. Cyber Agora has 
established itself as a continuing series of 
fruitful online events about diverse planning 
issues and will continue to provide a public 
space for both, the expression of and 
listening to ideas. 
 
Last fiscal year launched the first Cyber 
Agora on 29 May 2020 (on the 1.5m city), 
followed by a second event on 14 July on 
Virtual Public Participation – on which the 
active members of that event are still 
working on a publication in a respectable 
journal. The third event was staged in this 
fiscal year, on 17 September and dealt with 
Place Leadership. All three innovative 
Cyber Agora’s were curated and moderated 
by our very active life-long member Juanee 
Cilliers, also in het capacity as member of 
our SciCom.  
 
As Juanee took up a new teaching position 
in another continent, board member 
Elisabeth Belpaire and SciCom co-chair 
Kate Holmquist curated Cyber Agora #4 on 
Women in Planning with a morning and 
afternoon session to allow members from all 
time-zones to participate, co-moderated by 
Serin Geambazu (see also Spotlight#1). 
The event revealed a great interest to 
establish a Women in Planning chapter 
within the ISOCARP-network. 
 
 

 
 
Cyber Agora #5 on Underground Urbanism 
took place on 29 June 2021 was initiated by 
our very active member Mahak Agrawal and 
moderated by our award-winning members 
Hand Admiraal and Antonia Cornaro, co-
chairing ITACUS, a long-standing partner of 
ISOCARP.  
The Underground Urbanism discussion will 
be continued during our 57th World Planning 
Congress. Members interested to become 
the next Cyber Agora curator can send an 
expression of interest to 
cyberagora@isocarp.org.   
 

 
 
Planners Lab 
Planner’s Lab is ISOCARP’s members-only 
space, which allows for collaboration on 
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matters discussed in the Cyber Agora and 
other ISOCARP events, and transition to 
action-oriented collaboration within 
ISOCARP, and includes both virtual and 
physical collaborations as the realities of the 
current global pandemic change. The 
Planner’s Lab is currently curated by Kate 
Holmquist, co-chair of our Scientific 
Committee (see also further). Kate explored 
innovative avenues for interactive co-
learning and knowledge-generation, taking 
inspiration from platforms such as 
Howspace. If you have any questions or 
would like to get involved, mail at 
plannerslab@isocarp.org.  

Community of Practices 
Communities of Practice (CoP) can be 
either thematic or territorial.  
 

 
 
The first CoP on Urban Health was 
established by ISOCARP members Jens 
Aerts and Elisabeth Belpaire (now Board 
member) shortly after the 10th World Urban 
Forum in Abu Dhabi and remains the most 
productive and active CoP this far. Among 
other activities, 5 of its members published 
an article in ‘Cities&Health’, Routledge. As a 
follow-up, Apostolos Kyriazis, main author 
and representing CoPUH, was invited 
invited to join the ‘Cities&Health’ panel at 
the International Conference on Urban 
Health, in collaboration with Pamela 
Carbajal, UN-Habitat focal point for Urban 
Health, and with Thiago Herick de Sa from 
the World Health Organisation. CoPUH has 
also embarked on delivering workshops on 
'Integrating Health in Urban & Territorial 
Planning' in partnership with UN-Habitat 
and others as WHO, Metropolis. Jens Aerts 
enabled the establishment of an MoU with 

the International Society of Urban Health 
(ISUH). CoPUH, ISOCARP Institute and 
ISUH have jointly delivered an Urban 
Thinkers Campus on 'NBS for Resilience, 
Health & Wellbeing'. Jens Aerts and 
Elisabeth Belpaire, upon invitation, took part 
in international panels on health. 
Interested members can contact via 
urbanhealth@isocarp.org.  
 

 
 
The CoP Urban Innovation is led by 
ISOCARP members Michael Stott, Ana 
Peric, Annie Woo, Pietro Elisei and Melissa 
Permezel (UN-Habitat). The CoP has been 
supported by UN-Habitat’s Molly Gifford and 
Yi Zhang under the broader ISOCARP 
leadership in UN-Habitat of Laura Petrella, 
Chief of the Urban Planning and Economy 
section. The CoP on Urban Innovation – 
with a motto ‘Urban Futures – Innovations 
Shaping our Cities’ – builds upon the 
renewed MoU between ISOCARP and UN-
Habitat (see section on partnerships). This 
MoU defines the platform for collaboration 
towards the identification and up-scaling of 
proven effective innovations on urban 
planning and climate change, on the 
economy of innovation, and on social 
innovation. If you have interest to be an 
active and contributing member of the 
Community of Practice on Urban 
Innovation, please write to 
urbaninnovation@isocarp.org, or visit our 
page for the call for authors for our first CoP 
on Urban Innovation publication. 
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The CoP Urban Mobility was initiated by a 
our members Joachim Bergerhoff and 
Sebastien Goethals. A potential cooperation 
project with GiZ and a WUF10 ISOCARP-
booth’s event on ‘affordable low-carbon 
urban mobility’, co-animated by the Pascal 
Smet, Secretary of Brussels Capital Region, 
paved the pathway towards this CoP. The 
GiZ-promoted tool of Sustainable Urban 
Mobility Plans (SUMPs) will be at the heart 
of this initiative. For more information, 
please send  message to 
urbanmobility@isocarp.org. 
 
In addition to these three thematic CoP’s, 
two more territorial CoP’s are in the making: 
a) CoP on Urbanity in the MENA region 
(Middle East & Northern-Africa), imitated by 
Board member Ali Alraouf, and b) CoP 
Eurodelta, initiated by our members Jaap 
Modder and Frank De Mulder/Guy 
Vloebergh, as part of the new MoU between 
ISOCARP, METREX and the Association 
Deltametropolis. More information will soon 
follow.  
 
In case you want to initiate a new CoP, 
please contact isocarp@isocarp.org.   

 
Spotlight 
The ISOCARP Spotlight is a monthly 
podcast interview series with ISOCARP 
members, initiated by our former staff-
member Jonas Le Thierry. The Spotlight is 
an excellent opportunity for urban 
practitioners from around the globe to take 
a stage on which they can share their 
personal insights from their latest 
endeavours within the planning sector, 
exchange ideas about planning trends and 
promote the projects that they have been 
working on. Thus far, five Spotlights have 
been produced featuring Tathagata 
Chatterji & Rajendra Kumar, Serin 
Geambazu, Thomas Stellmach, Teodaora 
Capelle and Michael Geller. You can apply 
here in case interested.  

 
 
Pulse Newsletter 
Under impulse of former staff-member 
Jonas Le Thierry, the ISOCARP Newsletter 
was converted from a quarterly to a monthly 
edition. Whilst members receive Pulse by 
automatic mail, non-members can 
subscribe to hopefully sign-up membership. 
You can find all past Pulse editions here.  

In the June 2021 edition of our monthly 
PULSE newsletter, we invited our members 
to reflect on the new format of our newsletter 
introduced earlier this year. The feedback of 
our network is very important to us, as we 
continue to steer our Society in a direction 
driven for and by our members themselves. 
All in all, we were very glad to see the 
positive feedback that emerged from this. 
Here’s a summary of the key take-aways: 

 All respondents agreed that PULSE is a useful 
source of information for ISOCARP members 
and that it should continue to be released 
monthly. 

 The average rating for each section of the 
newsletter was 4/5. 

 Most respondents agreed that the new format of 
our newsletter makes it easier to contribute than 
before. 

 
 
Though we are delighted to receive positive 
feedback, we always remain open to any 
constructive criticism. We constantly 
continue to evolve as a Society and are 
therefore grateful for new suggestions and 
alternatives. If you are an ISOCARP 
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member and have more feedback regarding 
the newsletter or other initiatives of our 
network, please do reach out via 
isocarp@isocarp.org.  

ISOCARPlanetary 
The title refers to the cluster of our websites 
and related social media, including the new 
paper platform and new member’s area.  
‘Our websites’ refers in the first place to the 
official website of the Society, the countless 
congress websites and the website of the 
ISOCARP Institute.  

 

Our main website nearly collapsed with over 
75.000 stored pages and needed to be 
replaced by an entirely new platform, which 
is still in development, and with the old (now 
off-line) website as a form of digital archive 
and library. The new website also features 
a new member’s area with plenty of (new) 
opportunities for horizontal member-to-
member communications and interactions, 
while the dedicated website of the Institute 
now also features a Knowledge Base 
search modality. The Board acknowledges 
the need to further promote and innovate 
the member’s area, while all members are 
encouraged to make optimal use of it – 
making use of the video tutorials available 
on youtube.  To ensure continuity on this 
platform, we are still looking for moderators 
that will spark dialogue and exchange on the 
Members’ Area. As a moderator you will be 
expected to trigger relevant discussions, 
engage other users, and invite the entire 
ISOCARP members network to connect via 
this platform. If you are interested in 
becoming a Members’ Area Moderator, 
please email gunay@isocarp.org.  

 

In June this year, ISOCARP established a 
cooperation with RealCorp and the support 
of our honorary member Manfred Schrenk, 
with the goal of developing a common 
repository of papers and case studies. We 
are currently building and improving a 
entirely new online ISOCARP paper 
platform. It currently includes papers of 
RealCorp since 1996 and ISOCARP papers 
of congresses 2019 and 2020. This will 
evolve into one combined search engine for 
1.000+ papers published at ISOCARP and 
Real Corp Congresses of the past two 
decades, provided with a DOI (Digital 
Object Identifier) for cross referencing and 
citations. For these efforts, we are looking 
for volunteers or trainees to help us with 
completing our Paper Platform. If you want 
to assist and contribute to our open source, 
please contact us at isocarp@isocarp.org.  

Apart from our corporate website, 
ISOCARP yearly builds up a dedicated 
website for the World Planning Congress, 
keeping alive memories and knowledge 
going back to our visionary  37th World 
Planning Congress “Honey, I Shrunk the 
Space – Planning in the Information Age”, 
held in 2001 in Utrecht, The Netherlands.  

 



Report to Members ISOCARP   14  

Whilst Pulse, our corporate website and 
related social media features information on 
the activities implemented through the 
ISOCARP Centre for Urban Excellence 
(Institute),   a dedicated website provides 
more details and targets potential partners 
and clients for planning services.  

 

Both ISOCARP Society and ISOCARP 
Institute boost activities and website 
postings on their respective social media 
platforms – with a shift from Facebook to 
LinkedIn and twitter as main media.  

The extensive and ever-expanding 
ISOCARP communications is only possible 
thanks to our dedicated Secretariat, the 
coaching by several Board members 
including Zeynep Gunay as our 
ISOCARPolis director, and last but least 
with the support of the many volunteer-
members providing content and supporting 
activities to report on.  

 

 
ISOCARP Awards 

Luckily, the pandemic crisis did not 
discourage planners and planning 
institutions to submit plans and projects for 
the annual ISOCARP Award Scheme, 
coordinated by Board Member Ana Peric. 
With 12 entries for the Award for Excellence, 
13 entries for the Gerd Albers Award and a 
record of 26 entries for the Student Awards, 
the respective juries worked hard to wisely 
select the winners for 2020.  

We congratulate to winners, thank everyone 
for participating in the call, and look forward 
to Awards 2021. 

 

ISOCARP Planning Services 
 
Over the years, ISOCARP developed a 
diversity of planning services that can be 
delivered by members to members as well 
by members to clients, e.g. cities, regions, 
national governments, universities and 
other institutions. These planning services 
include trainings, young professional 
planners’ workshops (YPP) and urban 
planning advisory teams (UPAT).  
 
UPAT 
In 2015, ISOCARP published a book 
reflecting on 24 UPATS in 10 years and 
since then many more UPATS were 
successfully conducted with a legacy of 
UPAT reports and magazines. The Board 
wish to thank all members involved in 
UPATs and in particular Board members 
Martin Dubbeling and Milena Ivkovic for 
curating many of the UPATs over last 
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decade, e.g. the 2018 UPAT in Durban, 
South Africa depicted below.  
 

 
 
The UPAT for the Qingdao West Coast New 
Area in September 2019 was the last UPAT 
before the corona-crisis abruptly halted in-
person workshops – the DNA of our UPATs.  
 

 
 
During the lockdown period, a series of 
digital webinars were organized titled 
“Planning Disrupted!”, aimed of at using the 
worldwide crisis to re-examine the role of 
urban planning, its topics and methods, and 
post-pandemic steps forward. Together with 
e-Thekwini Municipality, MILE (Municipal 
Institute of Learning), SACPLAN, SACN 
(South African Cities Network) SAPI (South 
African Planning Institute) and SALGA 
(South African Local Government 
Association) ISOCARP has hosted so far 
two very successful webinars. More than 
500 participants (at both webinars) from 
Africa and South Africa, Europe, India, 
China, Indonesia, the Philippines, and USA 
participated and shared their stories, 
professional experiences, and ideas on how 
to improve the planning practice in the cities 
around the world, post-COVID.  This should 

help us ‘gearing up’ for resuming and 
reinventing UPATs in the post-corona era.  
Meanwhile, the ISOCARP Institute working 
on several alternative ‘Design Charrettes’ 
and ‘Urban Lab’ proposals, to be held in 
Asia, India, Middle East and Europe. 
ISOCARP Institute, together with the 
Southeast University in Nanjing, organised 
a one-week international urban design 
charrette (July 4-10 2021) on the future of 
the city centre of Weifang as the 
International City of Peace. The team 
composed of five international ISOCARP 
members based in China was supported by 
a local team from the Southeast University. 
 
ISOCARP Institute also hosted an Urban 
Lab Session Championing Local Green 
Deals that took place on July 16, 2021. This 
event was coordinated and facilitated by 
ISOCARP Institute and was part of a three-
day Urban Thinker Campus "A Local Green 
Deal", organised by Studieninstitut Rhein-
Neckar (Mannheim, Germany). This Urban 
Lab Session aims at reflecting on actionable 
and short-term interventions, which foster 
the implementation of Local Green Deals. 
 

 
 
YPP: Planning with Youth 
In 2021, ISOCARP celebrates 30th 
Anniversary of the Young Planning 
Professionals' Programme.  Since 1991 and 
with the 49 workshops being conducted 
worldwide, ISOCARP offers various 
platforms to engage young planning 
professionals in activating knowledge for 
better cities. For more information on the 
YPP Programme, please visit here our 
website. 
 
Unfortunately, no in-person YPP could be 
organized since the outbreak of Covid-19 
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but Zeynep moderated a virtual session 
‘Young planners 4 change’, on 2 October, 
as part of the Marmara Urban Forum 2021 
in Istanbul, Turkey, with the contribution of 
Viviana Cordero, Gamuchirai Mutezo, 
Mahak Agrawal, Khanh Nguyen, Pierre 
Renault, and Tathabrata Bhattacharya. 
While celebrating the 30th Anniversary, 
young planning professionals of the 
ISOCARP legacy held a passionate debate 
on the ways of re-thinking and co-acting for 
more liveable, sustainable, resilient, 
creative, inclusive, innovative, and healthy 
cities. 
 

 
 
Even more exciting is that we now can look 
forward to the first in-person Young 
Planning Professionals’ workshop since the 
pandemic outbreak and the disruption of the 
Merano YPP. Prior to the Doha World 
Planning Congress, a YPP will focus on 
‘Urban Coastal Development and 
Ecological Sustainability of Al-Khor 
Mangrove Forests’, 3-7 November 2021. 
 

  
 
The Doha YPP wil contribute to the 
Congress theme of ‘unlocking planning’ by 
enabling innovative ideas and strategies to 
achieve more sustainable territories and 
implement urban green deals. Besides 

Zeynep Gunay and Federico Aili in the 
organization and coordination, the 
workshop will be tutored by our members 
Luigi Cipolla, Dmitry Boyko as ISOCARP 
Coordinators;  and on the Qatar Local 
Organising Committee side, by Mona Abdel 
Khalek, Harini Septiana, Sophie Hagan, 
Syed Munawer and Saudha AlBaker. 
 
Other Institute projects 
During the past months, ISOCARP Institute 
has been working on Reporting Period 2 of 
the Project Positive City Exchange 
(+CityxChange). The project team team is 
currently working on developing innovative 
communication ideas that will be further 
implemented during the next months. 

 
VARCITIES project website is up and 
running. Check it out for the latest updates 
in Nature-Based Solutions. ISOCARP 
Institute has been busy producing the visual 
material and identity for the project.  
 

 
 
ISOCARP Institute also started a new 
Erasmus+ project: WAVE – Water Areas 
Vision for Europe. WAVE aims to create 
integrated knowledge and visions for 
sustainable water landscapes in 
Europe. The main activity of the WAVE 
project is the creation of the WAVE Living 
Labs, bringing educational institutions and 
communities together to collaborate. During 
the WAVE project the universities will 
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partner with local NGOs, schools, 
stakeholders, beneficiary groups and other 
society representatives to initiate the 
resolution of water related landscape 
challenges specific to their local contexts.  
 

 
 
ISOCARP Institute is also proud to 
announce that the new H2020 project JUST 
Nature started on September 1, 2021 to last 
until 2026. The Institute is part of the 
consortium together with other 18 partners 
and under the lead of EURAC. The project 
will focus on nature-based solutions, 
ensuring a just transition to low-carbon 
cities. 
 

 
 
ISOCARP Regional Events 
 
As part of the Strategic Plan 2021-2023 and 
initiated by Pietro Elisei, our President-elect, 
and in collaboration with our long standing 
member Manfred Schrenk from REAL 
CORP, a first (hybrid!) ISOCARP Regional 
Event (IRE#1) was organized as part of the 
2021 REAL CORP Congress, 7-10 

September in Vienna, Austria. 
Presentations by ISOCARP members 
including the President-Elect and the 
Secretary General can be viewed here. An 
IRE#1 recap will follow soon. Suggestions 
for future IRE’s, please contact 
ire@isocarp.org.  
 

 
ISOCARP Governance 
 
ISOCARP Board & Excom 
 
A display of members of the Board and the 
Excom can be found in the Annex of this 
report. Since AGM Jakarta in November 
2019, Board and Excom meetings have 
been held virtually – with the recent Excom 
meeting on 1-2 October at our new 
Secretariat Office as pleasant exception. 
Due to an ever-expanding agenda and 
issues to be taken care off, the Board has 
been meeting monthly with additional 
Excom-meetings in between, sometimes 
stretching over multiple days.  
 
The composition of Board and Excom are 
illustrated in the annex of this report. While 
the Board executed it strategic oversight 
role over issues that matter to comply with 
our constitutional and strategic objectives, 
the Excom (Executive Committee) is more 
focused on the daily management of the 
Society, also including two members of 
Institute Board of Directors to pertain unity 
in governance – see also further. The 
powers executed by the Excom are 
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mandated by the Board through a policy 
regulation.  
 
The mechanism of ‘policy regulations’ as 
statutory by-laws of our Constitution has 
been applied to a series of other important 
issues such as a) the governance of the 
Board; b) partnerships and endorsements; 
c) remuneration policy and d) code of 
conduct of Board and Staff members. While 
the Board only approved a) and b), also the 
other policy regulations will be shared on the 
member-area once approved.  
 
The diagram below was presented and 
explained during the ISOCARP-World Café 
on 4 June is at the core of the Board 
Governance policy regulation. 
 

 
 
Member-activities (left-column of the 
diagram) contain all initiatives and 
mechanism that are led by volunteering 
members, whilst Board-activities on the 
right are led by volunteering Board-
members, with of course some crossovers 
and jointly backed up by our Secretariat 
with a limited number of remunerated staff-
members – see also further. The new 
remuneration policy regulates that ordinary 
and Board-members only can deliver 
remunerated services to the Society 
through so-called service-contracts. 
 
 
 
Overall, as stated in last and this years’ 
financial reports, the workload of the Board 
members, Secretary General and President 
is high and is getting higher by the year. The 

regular Board and continuous project-based 
meetings, preparing and operating 
activities, congresses, programmes, 
communications, workshops, meetings, 
seminars, that all require intensive 
communications and coordination with staff 
at the office, are quite demanding in time 
and resources. Many Board-members 
struggle with the frequency and related 
workload of Board meetings, overloading 
the President/Secretary General and other 
members of the Excom. Once again, the 
Board expresses its concerns if this 
situation is sustainable in these dynamic 
times and in the next years, as proposals for 
expanding the professional executive 
management support cannot be met within 
the current financial construct.  
 
In this context, it was with sadness the 
Board notified the resignation of Board 
member Milena Ivkovic, for family reasons. 
The Board thanked her for her extensive 
support to the Society and expressed hope 
for continued engagement as ordinary 
member.  As Milena was only 5 months into 
her second term, the Board deliberated on 
options to replace Milena without again 
having to organize elections that will drain 
energy and finances away from our focus on 
post-corona recovery. While the Board 
acknowledged that interim replacement is 
not well regulated, it proposes a 
methodology to use the runners-up list of 
members of the last election, a practice 
common in similar member-based 
organisations, and this until the due election 
of the resigning board member – in this case 
AGM 2023. In case members endorse this 
methodology, the Board will either propose 
amendments to the constitution or draft a 
regulatory by-law (as part of our ‘policy 
regulations’ framework). In the absence of 
member-endorsement, the Board prefers to 
stick to the already frequent election-cycles 
and wait until AGM 2023 for the 
replacement, at the expense of a) the 
likeability of a less-performant board and b) 
the already problematic gender-balance.  
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ISOCARP Scientific Committee 

Whilst our Scientific Committee (SciCom) is 
composed of ordinary members, and thus to 
be considered as a member-activity (see 
governance diagram above), it is the most 
complementary body advising the Board 
and Congress Team on a 

nearly daily basis, coordinated by our senior 
Board member Dushko Bogunovichh and 
deputy-chair Kate Holmquist (who also 
curates the Planner’s Lab - see above). 
Under their lead, the Scicom has scaled and 
stepped up its advisory and supporting 
activities to enable a knowledge-based 
scientific conduct of the Society. As such, 
ISOCARP’s Scientific Committee plays a 
critical role in enabling the Society to 
represent the city and regional planners in 
internal and international debates and 
policymaking, on some of the greatest 
challenges of our times.  

 

Recently, Wenjing Luo (Helen Lambert) 
replaced Jesus Garate, further contributing 
to gender balance and regional diversity. 

Over the past year, our SciCom updated 
and followed its extensive Roadmap 
document (programme of work) that was 
endorsed by our Board, resulting in a series 
of actions including: 
 
 
 Monthly SciCom meetings. 
 Assisting the jury panels for ISOCARP Awards. 
 Drafting the Doha Declaration as basis for 

discussion throughout the Congress and 
delegating SciCom- members to take active part 
in Doha Congress (in- person and on-line). 

 Drafting the World Cities Day Statement. 
 Knowledge-generation on three focus-areas 

(Rethinking Resilience in the Context of 

Pandemics, Global Sustainability Agendas Amid 
Global Crises, and Equity). 

 
 
Many SciCom members occasionally also 
take part in other ISOCARP-activities such 
as the last virtual congress, Cyber Agora 
events and Planners’ Lab. The Board wish 
to thank all SciCom members for their 
valuable voluntary contributions and 
support to the Society.  

ISOCARP Secretariat 
 
The people & the team 
Our Secretariat is a joint venture of staff 
recruited by the Society and staff recruited 
by the independent Institute.  The ISOCARP 
Secretariat is responsible for the every day 
administration of the Society and the 
Institute, with Board supervision by 
respectively the Secretary General of the 
Society and Didier Vancutsem as the 
mandated Director of the Board of the 
Institute.  
 
The Board would like to thank all staff 
members for their professionalism and 
engagement. Special thanks goes to: 

 David Struik, our former Office Director who 
already left mid-last year but nevertheless 
maintained voluntary support to the Secretariat 
and Board on finding a new home for the 
Secretariat, remotely managing the staff, and 
achieving a generous financial COVID-19 
compensation for lost (in-person) activities and 
revenues, explaining a large deal of the 
unexpected financial surplus at the end of the 
fiscal year (see opening section). Due to corona-
related austerity, David could not be replaced, 
and daily management was assumed by the 
President and Secretary General.   

 Anna Klimczak, our invaluable Communication 
& Design Officer and ‘do-it-all’ staff member who 
resigned shortly after the longest-ever World 
Planning Congress 2020, to explore new 
professional opportunities as young 
professionals should do. 

 Jonas Le Thierry, recruited as Policy & 
Communications Officer was probably one of 
the shortest-standing staff members – he left in 
July after receiving an unexpected scholarship 
pursuing the PhD studies in London – but 
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nevertheless left an impressive legacy as the 
creator of ‘ISOCARPolis’ - see higher.   

 
However, we are happy to announce that: 

 Neeanne Balamiento, our invaluable Congress 
Director, is willing to also assume the 
responsibility of Office Director. 

 Mario Corbi initially joined the Secretariat in April 
2021 as parttime website -advisor but works 
now as full-time Communications Officer, taking 
most of Jonas’ tasks, and already successfully 
undertook the challenge of building a new 
website with new member-area (see higher for 
more details).  

 Maryte Litvinaite joined the Secretariat in 
September 2021 to support the team as Visual 
Communication Designer and as a Graphic and 
Web Designer for the annual ISOCARP World 
Planning Congress. 

 Eirini Margetousaki and Olga Jerjomina joined 
the Secretariat as interns supporting the 57th 
World Planning Congress. 

 (last but not least) Monica Overtoom remains on 
course to celebrate 20 years of service next 
year. Monica spends most of her time on the 
memberships and financial administration, for 
the latter supported by our freelance 
bookkeeper Hajo Vis. 

 
The Institute team also witnessed some 
changes: 

 Tjark Gall left already in September last year 
and Sindi Haxhija left more recently.  

 Gisela Garrido Veron, Marie-Sophie Barreau 
and Johnathan Subendran joined the team 
spread out over the last year. 

 

 Unfortunately, soon after the Doha Congress we 
will bid farewell to Federico Aili, our long-
standing staff member initially working for the 
Society and since 2020 working for the Institute 
on EU- projects, while still supporting his 
Society-colleagues. The Board wants to thank 
Federico for his professionalism and 
engagement, wishing him well in his new job.  

 
The ISOCARP Office 
Since our foundation, our Secretariat is 
based in the city of The Hague in the 
Netherlands. Members that had the 
pleasure to visit our office in the Laan van 
Meerdervoort in The Hague might 
remember the low-rise mixed-urban 

environment endowed with many good bars 
and restaurants. That all changed when The 
Hague municipality decided to convert our 
office-building and we had to look for a new 
office space. While even considering 
options in vibrant and modern Rotterdam, 
we finally decided to stay in ‘peace city’ The 
Hague with a bold move to “The Globe’, a 
refurbished office-complex next to Holland 
Spoor railway station, a prime TOD in 
between the new campus and the centuries-
old city-centre.  
 

 
 
The official new address is: Waldorpstraat 
17, 2521 CA The Hague – feel free to visit 
when around.  
 
We thank David Struik and the entire 
Society+Institute team for all the support 
and adaptability to make this difficult 
transition a success at the very start of this 
calendar year, and the Institute to 
compensate the decrease of donation by 
covering operational costs including the rent 
of the Office.  
 
Whilst it was not possible to yet mobilize the 
entire Board to our new Office, apart from a 
couple of in-person visits of President and 
SG, the Excom finally managed to meet in 
person in the Office on 1-2 October, 
including a fair portion of the socializing with 
present staff-members we had missed for 
so long, including an exclusive presidential 
‘memory-lane’ tour in the city-centre. 
 

IN TERN A TIO N AL SO C IETY O F C ITY AN D  REG IO N AL PLAN N ER S   IS O C A R P SG M  2021  TH E H AG U E 
O N LIN E

< The Globe
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Once we can safely turn our back to the 
corona-crisis, we also hope to realize the 
dream and hope to establish a podium-
function in or related to our Office, 
mobilizing like-minded partners to jointly 
organize lectures, small workshops and why 
not walk&train&bikeshops – possibly related 
to the Community of Practice on the 
Eurodelta, with The Hague as one of the 
central cities (see also here above).   
 
Relations with ISOCARP Institute 
 

 
 
In 2016 the ‘Stichting’ (Foundation) 
ISOCARP Institute, Centre for Urban 
Excellence, was founded under Dutch Law 
to expand and support the activities of 
ISOCARP, the International Society of City 
and Regional Planners. After intensive 
preparations, the ISOCARP Institute started 
its activities and projects in March 2018. The 
ISOCARP Institute exclusively operates as 
the project office of the ISOCARP Society 

and focuses on Research (knowledge 
sharing and capitalisation), Practice 
(technical assistance and workshops) and 
Academy (capacity building and training). 
 
The latest Annual Report covers the third 
active year of the ISOCARP Institute from 
July 2020 to June 2021, and includes an 
outlook into the second half of 2021, as 
some projects started early 2021. 
 

 
Since the AGM of 2019 in Jakarta, several 
Inter-board meetings were staged to 
provide opportunity for exchange of 
information and views on improving the 
complementarity of two independent legal 
entities – the Society Association on one 
hand and the Institute Foundation on the 
other hand, with its own financial liability.  
 
On 23 October 2020, the Board of the 
Society voted in favour of a resolution to 
invite the Board of Directors of the Institute 
to review its statutes to allow for our Board’s 
oversight role over the appointment of 
Institute directors and the overall strategic 
policies of the Institute, including restoring 
the unity of leadership of the two Boards. 
This resolution was echoed by an approved 
resolution of the SGM on 2 February – see 
also the section on the SGM on page 7-8. 
On 4 June, at the SGM, President-elect 
Pietro Elisei presented his report on “how to 
improve ISOCARP internal governance: 
Bringing Institute back under the Society's 
supervising”, upon Board’s 
acknowledgement. Pietro also presented an 
Operational Plan with following steps: 
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The Board acknowledged the problem that 
neither the President-elect not the Secretary 
General are member of the BoD Institute, 
compounded by President Martin 
Dubbeling’s announcement that he will 
retire from the BoD after handing over the 
presidency on 10 November in Doha. 
Following a letter from the Secretary 
General to the BoD, the Excom, in its 
meeting of 2 October 2021 reached an 
agreement that was signed by all Excom 
and BoD members, on 11 October. The 
agreement provides a roadmap with 
timeline to jointly review the statutes of the 
Institute to allow our Board’s oversight role 
and the possibility to appoint and dismiss 
BoD members – within the next 4-6 months 
after signing the agreement – see also 
Board’s response to the SGM resolution on 
the Institute in the section on the SGM 
proceedings.  
 
In its meeting of 8 October, the Board 
endorsed this approach and proposal to the 
AGM. In the same meeting Board member 
Ana Peric was unanimously appointed as 
new member of the Excom, to fill the seat of 
the outgoing President (the President-elect 
is already Excom member). In its meeting of 

29 October, the Excom decided to appoint 
Ana as the new Treasurer of the Board, a 
position demanded by the aforementioned 
SGM resolution and that need to be part of 
daily management powers mandated by the 
Board to the Excom. This new treasury 
position will become effective after the 
handover of the presidency on 10 
November.  
 

Partnerships & external 
events 
 
Over the 56 years since its foundation, 
ISOCARP established a wide network of 
partnerships (formal and informal) and 
endorsed many external events and vice 
versa. The section on the SGM of 2 
February already introduced the contours of 
our new Partnership-strategy, endorsed by 
the Board as policy regulation. In this 
section we only highlight the partnerships 
and external events that were most relevant 
in the past year. 
 
Urban October 
This year’s Urban October focuses on the 
climate crisis and is traditionally kicked-off 
by the World Habitat Day on the first 
Monday of October. The theme for this 
year’s World Habitat Day is Accelerating 
urban action for a carbon-free world. World 
Habitat Day will amplify the global Race to 
Zero Campaign and UN-Habitat’s 
ClimateAction4Cities and encourage local 
governments to develop actionable zero-
carbon plans in the run up to the 
international climate change summit COP26 
in November. Just as last year, ISOCARP 
issued a supportive statement on the 
occasion of Urban October 2021 and World 
Habitat Day 2021 in particular, celebrated 
yearly on 4 October.  
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On 7 October we again celebrated World 
Metropolitan Day by endorsing our new 
partner Metropolis as the leading 
organisation in collaboration with UCLG. 
This followed-up on the MetroTalks 
organized by Metropolis in collaboration 
with ISOCARP and the WHO, featuring 
Board-member Elisabeth Belpaire on 
enabling healthy urban planning.  
  

 
 
By the time of drafting this report, we are 
anticipating the World Cities Day as the 
closing event, on 31 October. Just as last 
year we will issue a statement to support its 
central theme ‘Adapting Cities for Climate 
Resilience’, reflecting the fact that climate 
change will have a huge impact on city 
residents with hundreds of millions of them 
experiencing floods, rising sea levels, 
storms and increasing periods of extreme 
temperatures. 
 

 
 
While ISOCARP encourages its individual 
and institutional members to fully engage in 
Urban October activities all over the world, 
the 57th World Planning Congress will 
provide a unique in-person platform to 
discuss the outcomes of Urban October and 
COP26. ISOCARP also endorsed  the 
climate-action oriented Innovate4Cities 
conference, including a successful 
endorsement – as part of our MoU with the 
Indian National Institute of Urban Affairs off 
the Bhanuben Nanavati Colllege of 
Architecture for Women and Noida 
International University as regional curator 

for India/Asia, with an ISOCARP 
contribution to their session on Nature 
based Solutions, delivered by ISOCARP-
member Sabina Leopa.  
 

 
 
ISOCARP@COP26  
After ISOCARP was accepted as 
designated partner to COP26, ISOCARP-
member Martina Juvara accepted the 
challenge to lead an ISOCARP team to take 
part in the COP26 Conference next month – 
largely overlapping with our Congress – and 
to report back from COP26 to the Congress 
and back. This way we can make our voice 
heard that climate action planning matters 
more than ever, both to COP26 delegates 
and to our Congress attendees and all 
members. In collaboration ISOCARP-
members Chris Gossop and Wei Yang 
(President Royal Town Planning Institute), 
with active support from Board-members 
Dushko Bogunovich and Elisabeth Belpaire 
– a ISOCARP@COP26 debate will be 
staged at the virtual Pre-Congress Opening 
Plenary of our 57th World Planning 
Congress on 28 October, titled ‘Cities and 
Planning, a priority for Climate Action’, 
moderated by Dushko as chair of our 
SciCom. Martina will also physically attend 
the COP26 event in Glasgow (travelling by 
train!), jointly with ISOCARP-member Wei 
Yang and maybe other ISOCARP-members 
as well.  
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Habitat Professionals Forum 
The Board appointed ISOCARP-life-
member Juanee Cilliers as our new 
delegate to the Habitat Professional Forum 
(and to the World Urban Campaign as well), 
rallying all urban development and planning 
professionals to jointly contribute to the 
implementation of the 2030 Sustainability 
Agenda, including the New urban Agenda, 
co-chaired by Mona Rady (President UIA) 
and Eleanor Mohammed (President CAP), 
whom both recently signed up as members 
of ISOCARP. With our support – mainly by 
former Board-member Milena Ivkovic – 
HPF, with secretariat support from UN-
Habitat drafted a Roadmap for post-covid19 
(planning) recovery and reform towards 
more sustainability. In its most recent 
meeting of 22 October, Juanee contributed 
with answers to the three questions related 
to roles and responsibilities in achieving the 
HPF Roadmap. In the discussion, Secretary 
General Frank D’hondt suggested to use 
the excellent Roadmap as a source for 
drafting a new charter for sustainability 
planning professionals, co-facilitated by the 
Global Planners Network. 
 

 
 
Global Planners Network 
Last year ISOCARP was promoted from 
endorsing to full member of the Global 
Planners Network, the largest and most 
representative (virtual) gathering of 
planning professional organisations. 
ISOCARP is represented by Secretary 
General Frank D’hondt, reporting at the 
quarterly and well-attended meetings on our 
World Planning Congresses and co-drafting 
GPN’s 72nd  World Town Planning Day 

Statement, jointly with Victoria Hills, CEO of 
RTPI. The President of Commonwealth 
Association of Planner, Eleanor Mohammed 
President is mandated to speak on behalf of 
GPN at our Doha Congress, which will 
feature her key-note during the in-person 
Opening Ceremony on November 2021, 
coinciding with World Town Planning Day.  
 
The next GPN meeting will be on November 
4, 2021, to adopt the GPN Statement as well 
to explore collaborative action to implement 
the HPF Roadmap and collectively 
contribute to the upcoming 11th World Urban 
Forum in Katowice, Poland, June 2022 - see 
also further. 
 

 
 
UN-Habitat 
On 20 November 2021 we will celebrate the 
first out of ten years of our renewed 
partnership with UN-Habitat as the United 
Nations agency mandated for sustainable 
urban (and territorial) development through 
planning and design. The new 
Memorandum of Understanding was signed 
ten years after the initial MoU and will last 
until 2030 – coinciding with the Decade of 
Action to implement the SDGs. A joint 
working group, co-chaired by Laura Petrella 
from UN-Habitat and Frank D’hondt from 
ISOCARP, agreed on a joint workplan with 
focus on the following areas of 
collaborations: Advocacy & Campaign 
(WUC, HPF, UTC, P4CA), World Urban 
Forum/World Planning Congress, 
Normative Guidelines & Tools (IG-UTP and 
MUA-Implementation), Technical 
Assistance & Advisory (Urban 
Labs/UPATs/YPP), City & Metropolitan 
Governance, Urban Innovations, and 
Capacity Building & Training. The new MoU 
already resulted in UN-Habitat’s co-hosting 
of the ISOCARP’s first entirely virtual World 
Planning Congress and taking part in the 
Doha Congress, including a message 
delivered by the Executive Director of UN-
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Habitat, H.E. Maimunah Mohd Sharif. The 
renewed partnership is also reflected in our  
Strategic Plan 2021–2023, as well in our 
policy regulation on ISOCARP-
partnerships. 
 
A key focus next year will be our active 
participation in and contribution to the 11the 
World Urban Forum, on 26-30 June in 
Katowice, Poland – only 4 months prior to 
our Brussels Congress in October 2022. 
The Board will launch an open call to 
members to join an ISOCARP@WUF11 
Team and we are pleased to announce that 
our senior member Pedro Ortiz already 
accepted the challenge.  
 

 
 
World Urban Campaign/Urban Thinkers 
Campus 
 
The Urban Thinkers Campus (UTC), an 
initiative by the World Urban Campaign to 
which ISOCARP is a partner (and now 
represented by Juanee Cilliers) is 
conceived as an open space for critical 
exchange between urban researchers, 
professionals, and decision-makers who 
believe that urbanization is an opportunity 
and can lead to positive urban 
transformations. In 2021, UTC has its focus 
on discussing and delivering Climate Action 
Solutions. ISOCARP Society & Institute 
have been very active in co-organizing, 
contributing to and endorsing many UTCs 
over the past 12 months – too many to 
report on one by one – please visit WUC’s 
and our website for more details.    
 

 
 
Urban Economy Forum & World Urban 
Pavilions  
Alongside UN-Habitat, Urban Economy 
Forum (UEF) successfully co-hosted 
ISOCARP 56th World Planning Congress, 
within the framework of the 2020 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
between ISOCARP and UEF. Meanwhile, 
UEF also signed up as a platinum 
institutional membership for 5 years, 
solidifying a strong partnership. In addition, 
UEF – through the Urban+Future initiative – 
offered financial administrative support to 
further strengthen the collaboration. 
Secretary General Frank D’hondt 
represented ISOCARP in UEF’s Steering 
Committee with dozens of high-level 
representatives from cities and international 
institutions including UN-Habitat and WRI, 
discussing housing as a key theme of the 
upcoming 3rd (virtual) Annual Urban 
Economy Forum on 4-6 October 2021, 
hosted by the Canadian city of Brampton. 
The event staged hundreds of delegates 
including ministers, mayors, civil society 
leaders, housing and urban developers, as 
well many planning professionals, including 
representatives from ISOCARP and our 
partner Planning Aid Scotland – presenting 
our joint initiative ‘Global Planning Aid’, 
aimed at baseline planning and 
placemaking training of grassroots 
organisations and community-leaders.   
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UEF and UN-Habitat jointly initiated World 
Urban Pavilion (WUP) and established a 
Steering Committee to guide the 
implementation of a roadmap, co-chaired by 
Julie Ward, former UK parliamentarian, and 
Frank D’hondt, Secretary General of 
ISOCARP. This allows to promote our 
network of expert-members to get involved 
in future WUP-activities, both physical in 
Regent Park in Toronto, Canada- the home 
basis of WOP – as well in cyberspace. WUF 
also offers a platform for SDG Cities, a UN-
Habitat flagship programme.  
 

 
 
Cities4Children 
We are also happy to announce that, under 
impulse of staff member Federico Aili, 
ISOCARP became an organisational 
member of the Global Alliance – Cities 4 
Children. This initiative is bringing together 
a wealth of skills, experiences, resources 
and networks of 22 organisations to include 
children’s needs, rights and voices in the 
urban planning agenda. More information 
can be read here. 
 

 
 
Also initiated by Elisabeth, ISOCARP 
established a collaborative workplan with 
metropolis, the metropolitan section of the 
United Cities and Local Governments 
(UCLG), resulting in the aforementioned 
guest contribution to ‘metrotalks’, a blog 
contribution together with Mahak Agrawal, 
as well as joining the Call to rethink 
Metropolitan Spaces, as well endorsing the 
World metropolitan Day on 7 October,  
 

 
 
And many more… 
ISOCARP also kept engaging with other 
strategic partners including OECD, ICLEI, 
ITACUS. ISOCARP endorsed and 
contributed to large external events such as: 
 

 In June 2021 OECD/UN-Habitat/CitiesAlliance 
launched the Global State of National Urban 
Policies 2021: 'Achieving Sustainable 
Development Goals and Delivering Climate 
Action', to which Elisabeth Belpaire and Mahak 
Agrawal have delivered substantive 
contributions, including analysing the national 
urban policy country survey (82 countries) and 
co-drafting several chapters, including on 
climate action. 

 the South-African International Symposium on 
Inclusive Cities on 28-30 June 2021, initiated 
and curated by our co-general rapporteur of 56th 
and 57th World Planning Congresses,  Hope 
Magidimisha. 

 the annual Congress of the Urban Planning 
Society of China (UPSC) - with our Board 
member Shi Nan as its Secretary General - on 
25 September 2021, where President Martin 
Dubbeling (virtually) presented his promo-video 
for the Doha Congress with Chinese subtitles.  
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 On 8 February, leading academic and civil 
society institutions in Kosovo and Albania – 
including individual and institutional ISOCARP 
members – organised a joint Symposium on 
“Cities in the Balkans: Development Challenges, 
Processes and Content – in line with EU trends 
or not?”. The symposium hosted several 
keynote speakers including Secretary General 
Frank D'hondt, President-Elect Pietro Elisei and 
Board/Excom member Elisabeth Belpaire. The 
conclusions of the rich symposium can be read 
here. 

 The closing event of ‘Circular Economy Europe 
Talks’, delivering an ISOCARP keynote on the 
need for place-based circular economy. The 
workshop was further animated by eco-
innovative solutions demonstrated across four 
European cities (Copenhagen, Hamburg, 
Lisbon and Genoa) as case studies of the EU 
Horizon 2020 project Cities Cooperating For 
Circular Economy (FORCE). 

 Dushko Bogunovich represented ISOCARP at 
this year’s World Cities Summit as moderator of 
the (virtual) webinar “Planning for a Rainy Day”, 
on 23 September  

 
Finally, ISOCARP is making progress on 
establishing a potential podium function 
around our home base in The Hague, as 
one of the many cities of Eurodelta, a 
polycentric and highly interconnected 
functional transnational urban area with 45 
million residents that could be considered 
as a future megalopolis or smart supercity in 
the words of Alfonso Vegara, as presented 
at our first ISOCARP Regional Event in 
Vienna in September (see higher). At that 
event Secretary General Frank D’hondt 
presented a roadmap to establish a new 
ISOCARP Community of Practice for the 
Eurodelta – soon to be launched with an 
open call to our members to join and 
contribute to this CoP. Eurodelta is a 
potential lab for polycentric metropolitan 
development in a megalopolis area 
comparable with regions in the USA and 
Asia, e.g. Pearl River Delta. 
 
This builds upon a new partnership between 
ISOCARP, Metrex and Association 
Deltametropolis. While METREX contribute 
to Eurodelta by establishing SURE 
Eurodelta Network, hosted by the 

municipality of The Hague, Deltametropolis 
will establish a Knowledge Platform for 
Eurodelta – as a follow up of a joint activity 
of Deltametropolis, WRI, METREX and 
ISOCARP during the European Week of 
Regions and Cities. Read more here. From 
May 17-21, 2021, ISOCARP joined the Next 
Generation Podium for Eurodelta – Ana 
Peric, ISOCARP Board Member 
participated in the panel discussion on the 
future of planning practice, whilst Frank 
D’hondt, ISOCARP Secretary General, was 
active in jurying the students’ contributions 
as a final highlight of the entire event. Find 
more info on this event here. 
 

 
 

Membership 
monitor 
 
The development of the ISOCARP 
membership seems to be very dynamic. 
Members come and go, others return after 
a while or stay for multiple years or even for 
Life. In 2020-2021 our membership 
fluctuated between 670 and 740 paying 
members as we have adopted to a rolling 
membership. ISOCARP can count on a 
growing number of 40 Silver, Gold and 
Platinum Institutional Members.  
 
At the of end 2020-2021 financial year 
around 600 members (equivalent to € 
33.000) and 40 Institutional members 
(equivalent to € 24.000) paid € 57.000 
membership fees, which is € 3.000 less than 
budgeted. A positive development is that 
around one third of our members paid for 3 



Report to Members ISOCARP   28  

or 5 years in advance, resulting in a discount 
of € - 6.250 in 2020-2021. Almost 30 
members paid for Life Membership. Active 
and inactive individual members as per 15 
October 2021 are depicted below. 
 

 

 
Over the past year we have entirely 
transitioned from excel to Salesforce 
member data management, while we also 
have reviewed the eligibility criteria for more 
inclusive membership across the 
broadening spectrum of sustainability 
planners, combined with a two-tier approval 
procedure to approve new memberships in 
less than 24h on average. Thanks to this 
more advanced member-data 
management, we can now clearly 
distinguish the active from the inactive 
members. While in the past we thought we 
had 800+ members now we only count 
members that have paid their fees, not the 
one that might (or not) renew their fees. If 
most inactive members would renew it 
clearly shows our potential to grow beyond 
1000 members, a long-standing objective.   
 
Over the past fiscal year, we welcomed 
more than 250 new individual and more than 
10 new institutional members, while around 
200 ‘members’ are inactive and did not 
renew their membership thus far, despite 
regular and personal reminders.  
 
Among all these wonderful planning 
practitioners and researchers – find out 
more on our new member-area, we also 
warmly welcomed Ms. Eleanor Mohammed, 
President Commonwealth Planners 
Association (CAP), Ms. Wei Yang, 
President Royal Town Planning Institute 

(RTPI) and Ms. Mona Rady, President 
International Union of Architects (UIA). With 
Wei with geared up to raise our planners 
voice at COP26; with Mona with team but 
for the excellent Roadmap of Habitat 
Professional Forum (HPF), chaired by Mona 
and co-chaired by Eleanor, who accepted 
the challenge to be our keynote speaker at 
the Opening of our Doha Congress on 
World Town Planning Day (8 November) 
Eleanor will not only represent CAP but the 
entire Global Planners Network as the most 
representative body of the planning 
community (see also previous section). This 
is a clear indication that ISOCARP can 
generate impact above its nominal weight in 
terms of members. 
 
At our Special General Meeting in February, 
we acknowledged the first 24 Honorary 
Members after 25+ years of membership. 
Many of them are past presidents and vice-
presidents, general rapporteurs, secretary 
generals, editors, and/or congress team 
members. In short, the pioneers that built 
our Society since its foundation in 1965. In 
the next General Meetings, we plan to 
introduce more Honorary Members to the 
Society. The more members we have and 
the longer they stay active and engaged, the 
more we will be in the position to promote 
the city and regional planning and to support 
the city and regional planners in their career. 
If you want to continue your support of 
ISOCARP and take part in our activities, 
please make sure that you join ISOCARP or 
renew your membership timely. 
 
In the Special General Meeting (SGM) on 
the 2nd of February, 24 members were 
acknowledged as Honorary Members after 
25 years of active membership. These 
Honorary Members are:  
 
Peter Jonquière, Iwona Ludwiczak, Fernando Brandão Alves, 
Ronald Lee Fleming, Meir Garon, Chris Gossop, Aafke 
Nijenhuijzen, Derry O’Connell, James Reilly, Maurits Schaafsma, 
Manfred Schrenk, Ismael Fernandez Meija, Alfonso Vegara 
Gomez, Isabel Viana, Stefano Wagner, Olusola Olufemi, Béata 
Hildebrand, Parysatis Papadopoulou-Symeonidou, Andreas 
Schneider, Geoffrey Prince, Philippe Vaillant, Dushko 
Bogunovich, Milica Bajic-Brkovic and Didier Vancutsem.  
 



Report to Members ISOCARP   29  

Recently, the Board has granted a Bronze 
and Honorary Institutional Membership to 
the Gdansk University, prof. Piotr Lorens, 
and the University of Kwazulu Natal, and 
prof. Hope Magidimisha, for their active 
involvement in the 56th and 57th ISOCARP 
World Planning Congresses. 
 
Since the foundation and start of its 
activities, ISOCARP has been and will be a 
member-led network association of urban 
and regional planners. We are proud and 
grateful to have many active, dedicated, and 
loyal members. 
 
In the past year we mourned for the loss of  
Vanessa Watson and Peter Kibinda. We 
hope we haven’t lost any other (former) 
members!   
 

 
 
As an international network we rely on a 
consistent influx of members. Not only have 
individual members continued to join our 
Society, but since May we have had the 
privilege to welcome multiple new 
institutional members; namely, For Urban 
Passion (FUP), Joint Centre Urban Systems 
(JUS), Urbanex, Oriental Consultants and 
CESCI. We were also honoured by the 
various institutional members that recently 
renewed their ISOCARP membership and 
continue to contribute to our Society: 
Tractebel, Wuhan Land Use and Urban 
Spatial Planning Research Center, 
CENTER, and the Indonesian Association 
of Urban and Regional Planners (IAP). 
Active institutional members as per 15 
October 2021 are depicted above. 

Looking 
forward 
 
Strategic priorities 
 
The International Society of City and 
Regional Planners is a rare and valuable 
organisation, which has not yet fulfilled its 
potential on behalf of the world’s city and 
regional planners, and city and regional 
planning. 
 
After 56 years, great traditions have been 
established, and we plan to build on them: 
the sense of fellowship as members; an 
international outlook; our commitment to 
planning in the public interest; our 
willingness to participate; and above all our 
willingness to contribute to the activities of 
our Society, at Congresses, in projects and 
programs, as members of committees and 
the Board, and in the kinds of innovations 
listed below. 
 
What follows are five updated key principles 
that were already presented to the AGM 
2020 and that shaped the Board’s Strategic 
Plan 2021-2023. This Plan was presented 
to the members at the ISOCARP World 
Café on 4 June 2021 (see also earlier in this 
report) and guided actions and decisions by 
the Board thus far. The Strategic Plan is 
flexible allowing the incoming President to 
fine-tune the plan to cover the entire three 
years of the new presidency, until 2024, as 
well to complement with an Operational 
Plan for the period until next AGM in 
October in Brussels, Belgium. While the 
Board could make good progress on most 
of the strategic objectives, there is still a lot 
to be done and improved.  
 
First principle: by the members, for the 
members 

1. Membership Relation Management (CRM) 
and membership growth in all parts of the 
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world, both individual and institutional members, 
including exploring regionalization options to 
increase diversity and Global South/North 
balance. 

2. Open and members-only platforms to 
encourage engagement and participation by 
planners and non-members (ISOCARPolis with 
ISOCARP World Café, Community of Practices 
& Research, Cyber Agora, and Planners’ Lab). 

3. Improved ‘Planetary’: improving the new 
website and its member’s area with additional 
notification options. 

4. Improved communications through Pulse 
(newsletter), Spotlight and improved social 
media. 

5. Continue to enhance opportunities for members 
to support the Society in prospecting and 
implementing member-to-member planning 
activities and member-to-clients planning 
services. 

6. Strengthen strategic partnerships to advance 
our vision and to mobilize sponsoring and 
donations for the implementation of our mission. 

 
Second principle: knowledge for better 
cities and regions 

7. Innovate and extend the reach of the ISOCARP 
World Planning Congress and its Annual 
Review of World Planning Practices. 

8. Innovate our other publications and archive 
(digital paper/knowledge platform). 

9. Consolidate and expand the interest for and 
outreach of ISOCARP Planning Awards. 

10. Promoting and using ISOCARP Institute as a 
world-class knowledge-bank and think tank for 
city and regional planning excellence, through 
planning research, practice, and training. 

11. Publish the Society’s position on critical issues 
and speak directly to local, national, and global 
decision takers, making optimal use of our 
Scientific Committee (and its Roadmap).  

 
Third principle: member governance 

12. Improved governance and management of the 
ISOCARP Ecosystem (Society, Institute and 
what comes next) – including formalisation of 
Board’s oversight over ISOCARP Institute. 

13. Electoral and constitutional reform including 
regulation of replacements of Board members 
and gender- and diversity-responsive 
governance. 

14. Professional Secretariat and appropriate 
digital infrastructure. 

15. Developing a virtual and physical podium 
function for our Secretariat trough local and 
regional territorial collaboration. 

16. Consolidated and coordinated financial 
administration of ISOCARP Ecosystem 
(including Treasurer position in the 
Board/Excom and Financial manager position in 
the Secretariat, pending available resources). 

17. Explore and test new revenue generating 
mechanisms (donations, freemium services, 
…). 

 
Fourth principle: growth and innovation 

18. Weather the pandemic storm and its long-
lasting impact; adapt in ways that accelerate 
strategic change. Come out stronger with a mix 
of in-person and virtual events and tools to 
advance member to member collaborative 
knowledge generation and exchange. 

19. Selective Strategic partnerships or increased 
advocacy on global recognition of planning and 
planners; to enable long-life learning 
opportunities; to co-implement the common 
global sustainability agenda; and to advocate 
and contribute to a new ‘Territorial Agenda’.  

20. Advocate planning rights of communities by 
mobilizing interest and donations for Planning 
Aid for poor and deprived communities. 

 
Fifth principle: think with us 

21. The pandemic crisis is a good chance to 
fundamentally rethink the ‘what’ and ‘how’ of city 
and regional planning, as well the promotion and 
recognition of planning and planners in both 
Global South and North. This can only be done 
through open dialogue of all members, 
facilitated by the Board and its Scientific 
Committee, resulting in old and new fields of 
collaborative planning research and practice. 

 
Hence, we are looking forward to 2022 
Elections for Board members ending their 
elected mandate, including the Secretary 
General.  
 
We hand over to you a healthy and lively 
Society, despite the many recent 
challenges. We have given attention to the 
evolution of the society-institute structure, to 
the prospect of a professional office, to a 
much greater presence in cyber space – 
accessible to all planners everywhere – and 



Report to Members ISOCARP   31  

we have outlined in this report a strategic 
vision.  
 
The worldwide members of ISOCARP want 
to hear your comments and ideas at the 
Assembly of Members on 10 November 
2021, during and at the 57th World Planning 
Congress in Doha, Qatar. 
 
 

*** 
 

Overall, responding to the 
pandemic the way we did has 
the great benefit of making 
our activities, including the 
Congress, accessible to 
planners wherever they are. 
 
 
The coronavirus has affected all our 
activities and accelerated what had already 
begun: preparing for an expanded role in a 
fully digital age. A truly global association of 
city and regional planners needs to be 
inclusive, to be accessible, and to become 
a smart vehicle for planners to communicate 
freely across barriers of space, time and 
language. We will never stop gathering in 
Congresses and regional events, enjoying 
the interactions, the fellowship and the 
discoveries, but we will also be a fully Cyber 
Society, with a public space open to all 
(Cyber Agora) and dedicated working 
spaces for members only (Member’s Area 
and Planning Lab) – as part of the new 
ISOCARPolis approach.  
 
Our journey towards this more inclusive and 
interactive goal began in 2012 at the Perm 
Congress AGM, when members amended 
our constitution to enable full online 
participation in general meetings of 
members. The most significant 
amendments were made in 2018 at the 
Bodø Congress when we adopted a single 
class of membership, a single low fee, and 
one-person-one-vote at meetings and 

elections. Also in Bodø we conducted a fully 
online, interactive general meeting, and had 
our first live-streamed keynote address, that 
anyone could see. Jeremy Rifkin’s address 
was a great success. Many thought its 
immediacy and accessibility was an 
improvement – without the speaker 
spending three days traveling to deliver the 
speech. 
 
In a fully digital age, ISOCARP will generate 
and support more planning activities and 
services in which the members, as 
volunteer practitioners and experts, 
simultaneously gain international planning 
experience, work with senior and junior 
colleagues from many different 
backgrounds, create intellectual resources 
that, 
 
On behalf of the Board of the International 
Society of City and Regional Planners; 
 
Wholeheartedly thanking all our members 
that actively contributed to the most 
challenging past two years in ISOCARP’s 
existence; 
 
Empathizing with the relatives and friends of 
beloved members that might have suffered 
from and succumbed to corona or other 
health problems; 
 
We wish you and ourselves a successful 
‘urban green recovery’ - hopefully 
‘rewarded’ by a large in-person gathering at 
the 57th World Planning Congress in Doha, 
Qatar! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Frank D’hondt 
Secretary General 

Martin Dubbeling 
President 
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This is also the time to 
announce that Martin 
Dubbeling leaves ISOCARP 
as President 
 

 
 
After serving 10 years at the Board of 
ISOCARP, the International Society of City 
and Regional Planners, I will leave as my 
three-year term as President comes to an 
end. 
 
My last official activity will be to chair the 
next Annual General Meeting (AGM) at our 
Congress in Doha, Qatar, scheduled on 
November 10. On the same day, I will also 
leave the Board of Directors of ISOCARP 
Institute, Centre for Urban Excellence, 
which operates as the successful 
independent project office of ISOCARP. 
 
My 10 years at the Board of ISOCARP and 
almost four years as one of the three 
Directors of ISOCARP Institute have been 
an incredible journey. This decade enabled 
me to initiate, lead and participate in 
numerous workshops, missions, 
publications, expert meetings, juries, 
panels, seminars, and congresses. My 
interactions and cooperation with hundreds 
of members through these years have been 
a real privilege and a truly humbling 
experience. 
 
 
Since I joined ISOCARP in 2005, its 
activities and network brought me to 90 
cities in 30 countries on five continents. In 
my State of the Profession, the traditional 

farewell speech of the ISOCARP President, 
I will reflect on our activities and the position 
of ISOCARP in our vital profession of urban 
and regional planning. During the AGM in 
Doha, we will present and discuss the Board 
report, the Annual Accounts for 2020-2021, 
and the budget for 2021-2022. 
 
I am convinced that my successor, Pietro 
Elisei, has the experience, wisdom, and 
vision to lead ISOCARP as President in the 
next three years. I thank the present and the 
previous Board and staff-members of both 
ISOCARP and the Institute for their support 
and collegiality, and for sharing the same 
dreams, ideals and vision. 
 
I invite all members to join us at the AGM to 
support our energetic Secretary-General 
and our incoming President and determine 
our society’s future course. 
 
Martin Dubbeling, ISOCARP President 
2018-2021 
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The Board 2020-2021 
 

President – ExCom Member 
Martin Dubbeling | The Netherlands 
Martin Dubbeling is an urban planning and 
design practitioner based in the 
Netherlands. He is President of ISOCARP 
(2018-2021) and since 2018 he is one of 
the three directors of the ISOCARP 
Institute, Centre for Urban Excellence. 

Secretary General – ExCom Member 
Frank D’hondt, Greece/Belgium  
Frank is a freelance city & regional planner, 
with 30 y. of global experience in designing 
& conducting participatory strategic 
planning processes. He advises urban & 
rural communities and their national & local 
governments on achieving sustainable 
urban and territorial development. 

Board Member 
Ali A. Alraouf | Qatar 
Ali A. Alraouf is an architect, urban designer 
and   planner   interested   in   research and 
practice related to comprehensive 
sustainable design and urban planning. He 
has published more than 105 journal refereed 
papers, critical reviews, essays, in addition to 
books and book chapters. 

Board Member 
Dushko Bogunovich | New Zealand  
Dushko Bogunovich is an architect, urban 
designer, town planner and academic, with 
residence in Auckland, New Zealand. He is 
currently an adjunct professor at the School 
of Architecture and Planning at Auckland 
University. 
 
Board Member 
Eric Huybrechts, France 
Eric Huybrechts is a senior Architect and 
Regional/Urban Planner, member of 
ISOCARP (France representative) and 
Icomos, Officer in the royal order of 
Sahametrey (Kingdom of Cambodia). 
 
Board Member 
Shi Nan, China 
Dr. Shi Nan has over 30 years planning 
experiences specialized in policy analysis 
and master planning. Shi Nan is the 
Executive President and Secretary General 
of Urban Planning Society of China. 
 
Board Member 
Milena Ivković | The Netherlands 
(resigned in April 2021) 

After receiving MSc degree in architecture 
in Belgrade, Milena Ivković worked for 
several renowned Dutch offices. Through 
her own Rotterdam-based practice 
Blok74,she develops new formats of  
pop-up participation in urban planning. 

President Elect – ExCom Member 
Pietro Elisei | Italy/Romania 
Town and regional planner, senior 
researcher and policymaker. He 
collaborated, as consultant, with ministries, 
cities and towns all over Europe, holding 
important positions in international 
organizations dedicated to urban planning 
(PLANUM SG, ISOCARP VP). 
 
Board Member  
Zeynep Gunay | Turkey 
Zeynep Gunay is Professor of Urbanism in 
Istanbul Technical University and has been 
a visiting and research scholar in various 
international and national institutions. Her 
major areas of interest are theories and 
policies in urban conservation and urban 
renewal. 

Board Member 
Ana Perić | Switzerland 
Educated and trained in Belgrade as 
architect and urban planner, Ana Perić is 
currently engaged as lecturer and senior 
researcher at ETH Zurich, with the main 
interests in the domain of transnational 
planning and development. 

Board Member 
Daniele Vettorato | Italy 
Daniele Vettorato leads a research team 
on urban and regional energy transition at 
EU- RAC, Bolzano. He has been invited as 
lecturer and speaker in more than 50 
events, trainings, workshops and university 
courses all over the globe. 
 
 

ExCom Member 
Elisabeth Belpaire, BE/CH 
She is an engineer architect, an urban 
and spatial planner and brings over 25 
years of experience; architecture, urban 
planning, design and governance in 
Belgium, France, Switzerland. 
 
 
Observer since May 2021 
Juanee Cilliers | South Africa/Australia 
Professor and Head of the Urban and 
Regional Planning Group, North-West 
University; ISOCARP Cyber Agora 
Curator (until March 2021). 
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Scientific Committee 2020-2023 
 
 

Chair 
Dushko Bogunovich | New Zealand 
Adjunct Professor, School of Architecture 
& Planning, Auckland University; Member 
ExCom ISOCARP 

 
 

Deputy-Chair 
Kate Holmquist | United States 
International Consultant and Director 
WerkSTADT Urban Planning 
 + Development 

 
 

Juanee Cilliers | South Africa/Australia 
(Until March 2021) 
Professor and Head of the Urban and 
Regional Planning Group, North-West 
University; ISOCARP Cyber Agora Curator 

 
 

Charles-Edouard Delpierre | Belgium 
General Manager Urban at TRACTEBEL – 
ENGIE GROUP 

 
 

 
 
Ismael Fernandez Mejia | Mexico 
Director General of IFM International 
Consultancy; Past-President ISOCARP 
(2009-2012) 

 
 
 
 

Ulrich Graute | Germany 
International Consultant for Sustainable  
Governance and Management 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Hendricus Andy Simarmata | 
Indonesia 
Faculty Member at the School of 
Strategic and Global Studies, University 
of Indonesia; President of Indonesian 
Association of Urban and Regional 
Planners 

 
Junyan Yang | China 
Professor at the School of Architecture, 
Southeast University; Vice-president 
of Smart City Institute, Southeast 
University; Director of Center for 
Intelligence City, Southeast University 
 
 
 

Marco Kamiya | Austria 
(Until October 2021) 
Chief of the Division of Innovation Strategies 
and Digitalization at UNIDO 
 
 
 
Nasim Iranmanesh | Iran 
Lecturer at the Islamic Azad University 

 
 
 

 
 
Wenjing Luo (Helen Lambert) | China 
Since July 2021 
Urban planner working in WPDI located in 
Wuhan, China 
 
 
 

 
Jesus Garate | Spain 
Until July 2021 
Professional Planner; Researcher at the 
San Jorge University 
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Congress Team 2020-2021 
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Secretariat ISOCARP 2020-2021 
 
 
 
 
 

Neeanne Balamiento 
Congress Director 

World Planning Congress 
 
 

 
Monica Overtoom 
Membership and 
Financial Administration 

 
 
 

Federico Aili 
Researcher – ISOCARP 
Institute 
(until 14 November 2020) 
 
 

 
Sindi Haxhija 
Researcher – ISOCARP 
Institute 
(until 30 June 2021) 

 
 
 
Jonas Le Thierry 
Communication &  
Policy Officer 
(until 30 July 2021) 
 
 
 

Maryte Litvinaite 
Graphic & Web Designer 
 
 
 
 
 

Johnathan Subendran 
Graphic Designer – 
ISOCARP Institute 

 
David Struik 
Office Director  
(until 13 July 2020 and 

active until February 
2021) 

 
 
Hajo Vis 
Bookkeeper 

 
 

 
 

Tjark Gall 
Researcher – ISOCARP 
Institute 
(until 30 September 2020) 

 
 
 

Gisela Garrido Veron 
Researcher – ISOCARP 
Institute 
 
 
 
 
Mario Corbi 
 Communication  
Officer 
 
 
 
Marie-Sophie 
Barreau 
 Researcher – ISOCARP 
Institute 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Canal Zone Brussels, Belgium 
 
 
Source: https://perspective.brussels/fr/projets/territoire-du-canal/maximilien-vergote 


