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Eurodelta: what’s in the name?

• Europe’s largest river delta of Rhine/Waal, Meuse
& Scheldt + Thames/NS-channel

• Functional (polycentric/transnational) Urban Area 
with 45M pop., 10% of EU GDP on 3% of EU area

• Global Gateway of (NW) Europe (linked with
China over land) 

• Surrounded by monocentric metropolises of 
London, Paris, Frankfurt & Hamburg

• Multicultural/multi-language













Eurodelta: why unknown? 

• Unknown compared to e.g. Pearl River Delta, 
Greater Tokyo & Boston-Washington Corridor

• Strong identity of individual cities such as 
Amsterdam (NL), Brussels (BE), Aachen (DE) & 
Lille (FR)

• Fragmented governance structure
(federal/national, regional/subregional, 
municipal)

• EU only recognizes Northwest-Europe as 
transnational (INTERREG) area 







Eurodelta: Why it Matters
• Look at the recent floodings in the Eurodelta!
• Fast trains CAN subsitute all air-transport within the 

Eurodelta!
• Competition between cities, ports, universities - all aiming at 

the same market/audience should no longer happen at the 
expense of environment & health

• One FUR with many different/conflictual planning systems
• European contribution to ‘megalopolis’ level playing field
• European territorial integration/cohesion needs functional

transnational/crossborder collaboration/green economies of 
scale

• Overcoming Brexit



Eurodelta: what happened so far?
• CRONWE/BENELUX+/ESDP/5e Nota RO  (post WOII – 2000)
• Eurodelta reports NL/BE (post 2000)
• EU INTERREG NWE collaboration & projects
• METREX SURE initiative
• ESPON Study on Eurodelta Mobility trends
• VDM initiatives
• MoU METREX/VDM/ISOCARP
• CORP2020 & 2021 discussions
• ISOCARP CoP Eurodelta initiative

• Faludi’s ‘Poverty of Territorialism’







Eurodelta: so, who’s afraid?
• Some (Eurodelta-based) planners are passionate about

transregional collabortive planning but most planners (prefer to) 
work at more conventional planning scales (national, regional, local) 
– ‘the next big thing is many small things’

• Some academics (researchers/educators) work on or (re-)‘discover’ 
the macro-regional scale, but most are more thematic- and place-
based

• Some politicians (at all levels) see the opportunities of Eurodelta 
collaboration but most are entirely consumed by ‘internal politics’ –
even at EU/BU level!

• EU-countries outside the Eurodelta reject boosting EU’s global
powerhouse at the expense of more peripheral regions (as do EU-
countries within the Eurodelta region to reduce density and
negative externalities)





Eurodelta: what’s next?

• 58th World Planning Congress BRU 2022
• WUF11 2022
• Eurodelta Knowledge Platform (VDM)
• Eurodelta Governance Platform (SURE 

METREX/BU)
• Eurodelta Practitioners Platform (ISOCARP)
• Joint initiatives towards other stakeholders 

(business community, civil society, media,…)






